
Juvenile Justice  
Committee Report – June 17, 2008 

 
 

Background  The Justice Commission convened its first meeting in March of 2008. The first 
meeting included an overview of the committee’s goals and objectives. Since that first meeting, the 
committee has moved forward educating itself on the Hamilton County juvenile justice system and 
evidence-based practices from around the country that are leading the way in juvenile reform. The 
Juvenile Court staff presented the committee with an overview of the Hamilton County Juvenile 
Court system, and the committee has conducted site visit to county juvenile corrections facilities. 
The committee has received several presentations on evidence-based practices and juvenile 
corrections trends from across the country. 
 
Work Currently Pending  The committee formed two sub committees to address different issues 
that arose during the four months since its formation.  

• The first subcommittee will focus the recent spike in violent juvenile gun crime. 
Working with experts from Children’s Hospital and the University of Cincinnati, this 
committee will work to address that specific issue and immediate need.  

• The second subcommittee will have a broader long term agenda and will evaluate 
evidence-based best practices from across the country. This committee will exam the 
current juvenile population and crime trends, and will make recommendations on 
appropriate programs and treatment. Working within the context of the recent Ohio 
Department of Youth Services (DYS) settlement, this committee will work collaborative 
with the community, schools, service providers, judicial officers, and law enforcement. 

 
2008 Action Items  The committee will report its finds and recommendations back to the full 
Criminal Justice Commission during December 2008. 
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