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CJC Reentry Standing Committee 

Hamilton County, Ohio   

County Administration Building, Room 603 
August 4, 2009 

12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
AGENDA 

 

1. Next Steps for Reentry Committee 
 
2. Grant Writing for Specialized Dockets – August 27. 
 
3. Agenda for Next Reentry Committee Meeting 
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Attendance 
Tom Berghausen, Talbert House; Kevin Bonecutter, Hamilton County Adult Probation; Dan Brooks, North 
College Hill; Richard Brooks, Adult Parole Authority; John P. Bruggen, County Administration; Suzanne 
Ellis, Pretrial Services; Jen Gehring, Board of County Commissioners; Scott Gehring, Volunteers of 
America; Steve Hawley, PACE Empowerment Corp.; Stephen JohnsonGrove, Ohio Justice and Policy 
Center; Shirley Maul, Diana McIntosh, Mental Health and Recovery Services; Community Action Agency; 
Karen Price, Sheriff’s Office; Stephen Tucker, Urban League; Sarah Willison, Hamilton County Adult 
Probation. 
 
Notes 
 
1.0 Mayor Brooks said that he met yesterday (August 3) with Commissioner David Pepper regarding 

the Reentry Committee.  Brooks explained to Pepper that the committee has excellent 
membership, good ideas and concepts for reentry.  It is concerned about finances, but committed 
to the reentry task.  Brooks asked for Pepper’s commitment to listen and take forward the 
recommendations of the committee.  They discussed the development of a reentry master plan and 
Pepper committed to adopting Reentry’s plan to remake the country criminal justice/reentry 
system. 

 
Brooks talked about what would be involved in taking the next steps with the committee: 
developing the policy paper into a master plan, and associating financial estimates with the plan.  
He said that the committee needs to show the net cost or savings of its alternatives to the way the 
criminal justice system currently works, and he would be shocked it there was not a cost savings.  
He spoke about developing plans that throw out notions of the current system and prepare the 
committee and the county to move forward when funding is available.  He said State Senator Bill 
Seitz supports the efforts. 
 
A poll of the reentry members present was unanimous in support of moving forward with 
development of a master plan. 
 
Richard Brooks asked about the County Commission funding a grant writer. 
 
D. Brooks said that next steps include saying what the committee needs to ask the Commission to 
fund.  He laid out plans for three subcommittees: 
 

• A Business Plan Subcommittee that will focus on a management and operational plan 
for reentry. MEMBERS: Steve Hawley, Dan Brooks,  Stephen JohnsonGrove, Kevin 
Bonecutter.  Hawley and Bonecutter will organize an initial meeting.  

 
• A Cost Subcommittee that will estimate existing system costs and compare them to the 

costs associated with Reentry Committee recommendations. MEMBERS: Stephen 
JohnsonGrove, John Bruggen.  JohnsonGrove will chair the subcommittee. 
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• A Programs Subcommittee that would evaluate current program effectiveness and 
estimate the costs to effectively operate needed programs.  MEMBERS: Richard Brooks, 
Stephen Tucker, Sarah Willison, Karen Price, Shirley Maul.  Willison will organize an initial 
meeting. 

 
These notes do not represent all subcommittee members.  If you’d like to serve on a 
subcommittee, please contact the organizers and ask to be added to their list. 

 
Regarding the Programs group, R. Brooks noted that Hamilton County under-utilizes its diversion 
programs.  Sarah Willison suggested that UC’s criminal justice department could be helpful in 
doing cost/benefit analysis of programs.  Scott Gehring said that the VOA’s day reporting program 
was only used at 75%.  Willison said that the committee could look at surveys of evidence-based 
practice literature on criminal justice programs.  Stephen JohnsonGrove said they might include a 
narrative of available programs, and suggested the National Registry of Evidence-based Programs 
and Practices and the Washington State Public Policy Institute as good resources. 
 
Karen Price said that she can provide a core list of programs in use at the Justice Center.  Shirley 
Maul said that the Hard to Hire Network has an inventory of programs in various service areas.  
The group had some discussion of how to measure effectiveness outcomes in criminal justice 
programs.  Jen Gehring said that the Vera Institute and the CJC Program Committee had struggled 
with the same issue and ultimately decided that they would select four programs for pilot 
evaluations to develop standards for future evaluations.  Vera continues to look for funding to 
proceed with the project.   
 
Diana McIntosh noted that referrals are decreasing in some programs because under current 
circumstances offenders are cycling through the jail too quickly for effective placement. 
 
Shirley Maul suggested that the Reentry Committee invite Teri O’Brien from the Hard to Hire 
Network to speak to define the parameters about what Hard to Hire has already accomplished.  
Later D. Brooks suggested that the Program subcommittee get in touch with the Hard to Hire 
Network and coordinate a presentation for the subcommittee as appropriate. 
 
The Reentry committee scheduled an October 13th date for the next meeting to give the 
subcommittees time to process the new approach and develop strategies for accomplishing their 
tasks.  The subcommittee members will elect chairpersons. 
 
John Bruggen will email the final reentry white paper to all committee members, as available.   
 
NOTE: County Administration does not have a copy of the final white paper, either as a hard 
copy or otherwise.  J. Gehring has provided J. Bruggen with a digital version of what 
appears to be a near-final draft.  If anyone on the committee is aware of an existing digital or 
hard copy of the final white paper, please send it to Bruggen.  Failing that, Bruggen will 
make corrections to the near-final copy and distribute it to the committee. 
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2.0 Stephen JohnsonGrove provided an update on various pending items of interest to the Reentry 
Committee: 

  
• The Ohio Supreme Court will offer a Grant Writing for Specialized Dockets course on 

August 27.  The Second Chance Act includes funding for specialized dockets, including 
potentially, reentry courts focused primarily of felony reentries from prison. 
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/JCS/specDockets/events/grantwriting.pdf 
Jen Gehring said she will coordinate discussion of a Reentry Court concept with 
Commissioner Pepper. 

 
• A coalition of state stakeholders is pushing for a state-wide certificate or rehabilitation.  It 

includes Senator Bill Seitz and Representative Peggy Lehner.  On a parallel path is a 
proposal to expand expungement law. 

 
• JohnsonGrove asked for stories from Reentry Committee members that might help with a 

movement for BCI reform.  BCI currently only lists original charge on its offender reports 
instead of listing the ultimate conviction. 

 
• A child support reform movement is working to make the system less punitive and 

increase chances that families received needed resources. 
 

• The Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, the Ohio Public Defender and the 
Attorney General’s Office are working to develop a collateral sanctions database that lists 
the impacts and job qualifications affected by state charge levels. 

 
• The Ohio Justice and Policy Center is pressing the Cincinnati Civil Service to include 

offenders in job opportunities.  The object is to nuance the current approach, not to ban 
the box outright.  A DVD addressing the issue is near completion. 

 
 
 
 

Next Reentry Meeting:   
Tuesday, October 13, 2009  

12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
County Administration Building, Room 603 
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