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Anderson Tralls

Presentation Overview
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¢ The goal of this presentation is to share experiences
from Anderson Township in regards to our efforts to
provide non-vehicular connections to destinations and
retrofit our community (both with infrastructure and
non-infrastructure changes)

¢ We are not experts and it is hoped this will offer ideas
for sharing and suggestions from other communities
later in the program




Anderson Township

Is this a problem in your community?
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Where do | Walk Next? Pedestrians Not Allowed

No Shoulder for Running/Bicycling No Road at All




Anderson Township

Is this a problem in your community?
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I met the Zoning Requirement State Highways Move Cars, Not People

Sidewalk to Nowhere Unplanned Crossings
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Community Background
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Southeastern, immediate,
suburb of Cincinnati

31.2 Square Miles

2000 Population - 43,857
— 9% Increase since 1990

Over 90% of Assessed
Valuation i1s Residential
or Agriculture

Over 2,000 acres devoted
to parks, greenspace,
schools, etc.

Anderson Township Location
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Community Context
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Anderson Township

Anderson Township Authority
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® Home Rule Township, but authority limited only to
those functions not given to another governmental
agency

® Three departments — Fire & Rescue, Public Works,
Development Services — contract with Hamilton
County Sheriff for additional police protection

® NO authority for State Highways and County Roads
(or their associated right of way) that traverse the
Township ---- AND THESE ARE WHERE THE
PROBLEMS ARE




Anderson Township

Development Patterns
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@ Like many late 20th Century suburban communities both in the
Tri-State and throughout the nation, nearly all of the county
and state roads in Anderson were built at a time when most of
Anderson Township was a rural farming area, and were not
built to accommodate pedestrians or bicyclists.

# A large amount of the
community was developed
between the 1960s and
1980s, when nonvehicular
transportation was not an
Important issue. The result
Is that many neighborhoods
had no sidewalks and
further, were left isolated
from parks, schools,
shopping and employment
opportunities.

Anderson Township - Census Population
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Program Development - Background

N

¢

&

4

In 1993, Anderson Township celebrated its
Bicentennial. As an outgrowth of this year long
celebration there were a number of legacy programs,
one of which was Anderson Tralls.

Anderson Trails was an effort to “right past wrongs” by
connecting parks, schools, etc. with sidewalks.

Another effort was to utilize citizen committees for
feedback and community involvement, and soon
thereafter the Transportation Advisory Committee
(TAC) was formed.

Sidewalk efforts have also been facilitated by the 1986
Sidewalk Plan requiring sidewalks in new subdivisions
and the adoption of Township Zoning in 1987.




Anderson Tralils

Post Bicentennial Events
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@ Since 1996, TAC has become the primary group
overseeing Anderson Trails construction, and Is
Involved in a number of transportation related
Issues as well, including, but not limited to
METRO/Public Transportation, Lunken Airport,
and the Eastern Corridor. TAC was recognized by
OKI in 2003, with a Public Service Award.

@ Anderson Trails was advanced by two landmark
actions. The first did not occur until 5 years after
the Bicentennial, as the 1998 Road Levy was
approved by the voters, and in 1999, the
Anderson Trails Plan was prepared




Anderson Township
1998 Roads! Walk! Bike! Levy
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€ On November 3, 1998, Anderson voters approved a
road levy
@ As part of this levy, which was anticipated to

generate approximately $800,000 a year, about 10 to
15% of funds or $100,000 was reserved for new trail

construction

@ Approximately $30 is levied annually per $100,000 of
assessed valuation (35% of Auditor’s value)

@ The Anderson Trails Plan was prepared in 1999 to
guide the expenditure of these funds




Anderson Trails Plan
Prepared in 1999 & Subsequent Updates
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® Prepared by Transportation Advisory Committee

# Elements included sidewalks, bicycle routes and
lanes, and multi use trails

@ Established a policy statement and ranking
criteria to guide construction efforts and
expenditure of 1998 levy funds

@ Utilized volunteers and high school students, as
well as participants at public meetings, to identify
current walking habits

@ Recognized with 1999 and 2005 Frank Ferris
Award from the Hamilton Co. Reg. Plan. Com.,
and Ohio Planning Conference in 2007 with Plan
Implementation Award

@ Goal to become a “Walkable Community”




Anderson Tralls Plan
Policy Statement Highlights
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@ Construction of trails along heavily traveled county
roadways

® Led by a citizen planning body to evaluate segments
and make recommendations.

@ Establishes priority ranking criteria from which
decisions can be made

® Recognizes widespread need and interest, but
attempts to maximize the “Bang for the Buck”

#® Utilizes the most cost effective materials

# Provide matching funds to private contributions to
further trail construction

@ Decision of Trustees in 2007 and again in 2008 to
assume responsibility of maintenance of existing
sidewalks




Anderson Tralls
Policy Statement Highlights (continued)
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® Anderson Trails has been infrastructure based — getting
sidewalks and other trails built in the community to
encourage walking — schools as a major focus, but
parks, public attractions, business areas, bus stops,
etc. have been other focal points.

# In areas where sidewalks are not feasible or cost
effective, Anderson Trails has been targeted at

roadway improvements to accommodate pedestrians,
bikes, etc. on the road.

& Other policy changes, including subdivision and zoning
regulations, have aided the impact.




Anderson Tralls Plan
4 Priority Ranking Criteria

N

® Distance — Estimated distance in linear feet of the
project or segment.

® Costs — Anticipated costs of the project. These
figures attempt to account for the terrain and other
structure costs, but are only estimates.

#® Houses — Utilizing field inspections and later CAGIS
mapping, this figure attempts to identify the number
of potential housing units that could utilize the trail
(including all multiple family units), and are within ¥4
mile of the walk, but this distance may increase or
decrease due to terrain or other factors.

® Points — Indicates the weighted values of parks,
schools, recreational facilities, etc. that will be served

by the project.




Anderson Tralls Plan

Priority Ranking Criteria — Points
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Weighted Values Attached to Destinations
Coordinating/Public Project = 1 Schools/Library = 2

Other Recreational (swim club, Parks = 3
Health Plex, YMCA, etc.) = 1.5




Anderson Tralls Plan

Priority Ranking Criteria — Points
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Weighted Values Attached to Destinations
Beechmont Corridor = 2 Business Center = 1.5

Bus Stops =1 Five Mile Trail = 4




Anderson Tralls Plan

Priority Ranking Formula
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Example - Forest Road Sidewalk

@ # of households within 4,000 linear feet - 564
@ Construction Cost Estimate (in thousands) - $103
@ \Weighted Value of Destinations - 7

(Ayer School, Veterans’ Park, Heritage Center)

(564 x 7) / $103 = 38.33 Benefit Factor




Anderson Tralls Plan
Citizen Support of Trails
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® Anderson Days Survey in 2000 found that 90% of 300
respondents supported Anderson Tralls.

& Township 2001 Survey of 1,300 residents indicated that
on a scale of -5 (less) to 5 (more), respondents ranked
paths or trails at 3.03, the highest of seven
recreational categories (including active and family
recreation areas, natural trails, and youth, adult, and
senior programs); in fact, this was 1 full point higher of
the next recreation categories (natural areas).

& 2001 Survey - 80% of respondents agreed or strongly
agreed with the statement “It is important to develop
sidewalks and trails to connect our community.”




Non-Infrastructure
Citizen Support of Trails — 1,300 Respondents
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Sidewalks

Public Water Systems

Public Sewer Systems

Street Lighting

Public Transporation

Additional Need by Availability of Selected Infrastructure
ltems

O Not Available
M Available
OTotal

Need (-5-Reduce & 5-Add)




Non-Infrastructure
Citizen Support of Trails — 1,300 Respondents
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Parks & Recreation Activities

Senior Programs 6.61

Adult Programs 6.10

Youth Programs 6.74

Paths & Trails 6.37

Natural Areas

7.74

Family Recreation Areas 7.86

Active Recreation Areas 8.20

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Quality (1-Low & 10-High) & Need (-5-Reduce & 5-Add)

O Quality B Additional Need




Non-Infrastructure

Citizen Support of Trails — 1,300 Respondents
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Alternative transportation modes are
needed in Anderson Twp.

Parks and recreation areas have adequate
pedestrian access

It is important to develop sidewalks and
trails to connect our community

There are adequate jogging and/or bicycle
paths in Anderson Twp.

Road signs are adequate

Traffic congestion is an important issue
affecting Anderson Township

Transportation Statements

3.52

3.19

2.26

3.45

4.21

4.47

\ \
2 3

Level of Agreement With Statement
(1-Strongly Disagree & 5-Strongly Agree)




Anderson Tralls Plan
2002 & 2005 Tralls Plan Update
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Longer range planning horizon rather than annual
decision that could be impacted by other factors

Assurances to residents and ability for staff to plan
ahead (engineering consultants, easement negotiation,

etc.)

Update old plan with new technologies
(staff support, CAGIS maps)

Utilize experience and retired engineers

on TAC to better forecast trail expenditures

Not reinventing, but refining, the wheel

Other criteria include: cost, geographic distribution,
timing of other projects, & linkages



Anderson Tralls Plan
2002 Trails Plan Update — Sample Ranking Sheet
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BENEFIT
ID LOCATION DISTANCE COSTS HOUSES POINTS FACTOR
A. Eight Mile Road - North
1 Clough to Northport 2,050 $82,500 1,356 8 131.49
2 Northport to Beechmont 1,430 $92,785 1,500 13 210.10
B. Eight Mile Road - South Area
1 Beechmont to Forest 3,500 $173,250 655 8 30.24
2 Forest Rd (Veterans' Park to Merritt Grove) 3,650 $172,900 486 7 23.06
3 Forest Rd (Merritt Grove to Coldstream Apts) 1,600 $80,000 158 7 13.85
C. Salem / Sutton & Four Mile Area
1 Salem Rd (Beacon to Sutton) & Sutton/Four Mile (Salem to Patricia) 5,295 $262,102 952 9 32.70
2 Sutton Rd (Patricia to Watchview) 1,600 $82,500 24 5.5 1.60
D. Bartels / Turpin High School & Clough Pike
1 Bartels Rd (Turpin H.S. to Clough) & Clough Pk (Bartels to Corbly) 3,250 $154,000 1,084 7.5 52.80
2 Clough Pk (Newtown to Bartels) 770 $42,350 200 7.5 35.46
3 Corbly Rd (Clough to Berkshire Club) 760 $37,620 200 3.5 18.62
4 Corbly Rd (Berkshire Club to Clough Ridge) 420 $23,100 100 3.5 15.15
E. Nordyke Road
1 Beechmontto Nottingwood 450 $22,000 189 3 25.77
F. Wilson Elementary Area / Wolfangel Road
1 Hunley Rd (Bretton to Wilson School) 1,800 $100,000 266 2 5.30
2 Lawyer Rd (Hunley to Concordgreen) 1,400 $55,000 135 2 5.00
3 Wolfangel Rd (Little Dry Run to Hampton Place) 1,400 $69,300 160 6 8.66
4 Wolfangel Rd (Hampton Place to Clough/Delas Cove) 1,780 $71,000 15 2 0.04
5 Newtown Rd (Stirrup to Turpin View) 1,900 N/A 50 2 N/A




Anderson Tralls Plan
2002 Trails Plan Update — Sample Page Layout
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YEAR 1 - 2004 - SALEM & SUTTON
ESTIMATED COST: $262,102

5

@0" T . N
Anderson Trails Five Year Plan - 2004 . .
The first year of this plan entails

Salem & Sutton Sidewalks sidewalks along Salem Road, moving

west from their current terminus at

Beacon Road. The sidewalk would

then move south along Sutton Road to

Four Mile Road, and finally traverse

Four Mile south to Patricia Lane. This

project would provide a project in the

southwestern part of the Township,

while also connecting several isolated

neighborhoods to business districts Salem West of Beacon
along Salem Road, various METRO Looking West
routes, and the redeveloped Beech

Acres Park. It appears that right of

way exists along Salem Road, and this

area is relatively level. The right of

way along Sutton and Four Mile allows

for more flexibility in trail design.

Salem West of Beacon
Looking West

NOTES:
*Data waslast updated in 1996 and does not
reflect ch nce that time

Salem Near Leroy

S Looking West
N Cueontrrojocy /7 Parcels N 200 0 200 400 600 80010001200 Feet
e e
N "’(;:::1’:0‘;’;“; /\/ Pavement w .
AV Bsting Sidewal Platnes ' ot Anrson o doe it g e s s o

Salem @ Leroy
Looking West




Anderson Tralils

Steps Leading to Construction
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TAC & Staff identifies and recommends project (s)
based on Trails Plan

Trustee approval and hiring of engineering firm

Preliminary site inspection by staff, consultant, TAC
representatives, and county engineers staff

Preliminary design plan prepared
Individual meetings held with property owners

Public Hearing and authorization to proceed by Board
of Trustees

Plans revised as needed
Easements secured as needed
Project is bid and contract approved by Trustees




Anderson Tralils

Implementation Efforts
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Additional 70,000 linear feet
(13 Miles) installed

Accepted responsibility for
additional 6 miles of
existing sidewalk that abuts
new segments

Approximately $4,000,000
spent on construction
(excluding engineering)

Nearly $6 Million in TEA,
(ODOT) CMAQ (ODOT) &
Clean Ohio Fund (ODNR)
Grants — most is for
forthcoming projects




Anderson Traills Impact
Before & After
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After Before After

Before After Before After




Anderson Traills Impact
Before & After
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After




Anderson Township

Recent Changes Facilitating Construction
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@ Trustee Commitment to the plan

@ Policy Revisions - Anderson Trails and
flexibility with new subdivisions

@ Zoning Changes - 2002 Parking regulations
rewrite and subsequent modifications

@ Miscellaneous private

off site connections
@ Sidewalk repair program
@ Coordination with utilities

Strest




Anderson Township
zZoning Text Changes
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@ Sidewalks shall be installed with all new
developments or expansions greater than 50% In
floor area or parking requirement

# Sidewalks or pedestrian connection from site to
frontage sidewalk

@ Connections to trails and public transportation

@ Funding of off site improvements related to subject
property, which benefit are agreed to by developer




Anderson Township

Recent Changes Facilitating Construction
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Misc. Off Site Connections Sidewalk Repair




Anderson Township
What's Next
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#® Multi-Use Trails

@ Bicycle Routes

#® Beechmont Pedestrian Connections
#® Improve Roadway Crossings

@ School Area Improvements (Safe Routes to School
Grant)

@® Roadway Widenings in Less Dense Areas




Anderson Tralils Plan
What’s Next — Multi-Use Tralls
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Ohio River Tralil Little Miami Trall




Anderson Tralls Plan
What’s Next — Bicycle Routes
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$ Anderson Trails Plan

ANDERSON
TRAILS
NETWORK

BIKE ROUTE]

N\ Bike Path N 05 0 05 1 15 2 25 Mies

Bike Route
(Convert in future
Bike Lane) \/ Pavement
Bike Route w E
Townshi|
N OB A
S

mmmmm

System Map Signage Concepts




Anderson Tralls Plan

What's Next — Beechmont Pedestrian Connections

BEECHMONT WALK

fl I 'll
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- i PROPSES CONCRETE WALK
ST PAOPSED PAIKNTED WaLx
-uz EXISTING CONCRFFE WALK

D

CONCEPTUAL MAP OF NEW BEECHMONT CONNECTIONS
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What'’s Next — Beechmont Pedestrian Connections
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Striped Paths Neighborhood Access

Before & After Other Connections
Beechmont Sidewalks



Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next - Improve Roadway Crossings
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Refuge Island

Crossing Areas
Crossing Signhage




Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next — School Area Improvements
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@ Sidewalk/Handicapped Ramp Improvements (New
and Existing)

@ Crossing Improvements — Signage, Pavement
Markings, “Bricks & Mortar” projects

# Bike Facilities & Parking — Don’t forget (or prohibit)
bikes, bike lanes, bike signage, bike racks, etc.

@ Traffic Calming/Diversions




Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next — School Area Improvements
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Sidewalks Sidewalks Sidewalks

R L SR
Improved Ramps/Walks Bike Racks Temp. Traffic Calming




Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next — School Area Improvements
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Non-Infrastructure
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Public Awareness — Walk to School Days, Sighage, etc.
Traffic Education — Newspaper articles, etc.

Student Education — School programs, newsletter, take home
flyers, class assignments

Engage Students & Parents — Use students & parents for
suggestions on assignments

Partner with Law Enforcement — LOOK Program (Local Officers
Observing Children)

Surveys of citizens, parents & PTA Focus Group — What are
Impedances to walking to school (are there things “under the
surface”)

Change local policies/regulations — zoning, subdivision, etc.
Staff & School Assessment of Missing Opportunities




Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next — School Area Improvements

Non-Infrastructure
Public Awareness — Walk to School Day

To Go From This....

x x 7o This....
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Anderson Tralls Plan

What’s Next — School Area Improvements

Non-Infrastructure

Traffic Education — Articles & Stories

ANDERSON AREA REFRESHER COURSE
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AMDERSON AREA REFRESHER COURSE
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ANDERSON AREA REFRESHER COURSE

However, one fact that we
shwuld niut ignare is that walking
and cyeling account for & full 10
pement of 2l thps we make Some
13 percent of all traffic fatalities are
bicydists or pedestrians, so iis
wise I ki the: right thing to da
wtmnwallcmsor i

your safety, keeg i mind
maldm'e.rsdmlsmwﬂkm&mn-
news and cychists ag easily as (hey
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About refresher course
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Blcyzie safety is an important topic for parents and children to discuss.

ANDERSON AREA REFRESHER COURSE

Question: Whai safety tps can
| share with children when they
ride thedr hikes?

Angswer » Always ride with traf-
fi in sinygle: file, Never fde against
rattie.

+ Always wear i helmet.

= Ubey all wraffic niles. Cyelists
st Flliw the same miles as
MAHeITSs.

+ Use hand signals for fuens
(left arm straight = left turm; fore-
ann up = rght wml.

* Dieess (0 be seen. Wear brigtn
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ing. Rernember thal cars are usu-
ally hooking for otber caes — not
bicyveles.

+ Know your capabilities, as
well o5 your bike's capabilities.
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« walking  Safery:  hutpedd
www.nhisa.dot.gov/kidstbike-

Aboat refresher course
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What’s Next — School Area Improvements
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Non-Infrastructure:
Engage & Educate Students & Parents
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What’s Next — School Area Improvements
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Non-Infrastructure:

Partner With Local Law Enforcement

- Commiinity Resous
iy NSl er Sspicions

“calling 9-1-1
r 'nnm_ben L€ not. The i

MAKE SURE YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD
IS AS SAFE

AS YOUR HOME.

s frerson wehicle, omwnnnmﬁty
At otmmpncmawﬁwadw been regorted i then
- The Communiy Resomrce Officers will work cooperaiively with
the Forest Hills Transporkation Office o communicate with e
drivers in refienence to any suspicious solivity that they may
w}niepldung up: Mm offclildren dring the
idlng.of .\nrmmom w:u\dw

he _imeﬂabe!y :

IIA\IE your chlfdran check in
~ with you at work or with a

-neighbor when they gqﬁhnme

Agrag on rules for)

L3
friands over and golng to -

- someone alse’s
when no adult is pregent.

EXPLAIN to your children that a

IIEHEAISE with chi\dren i K s .
covfn their full nams, address, and WALK the neighborhood with stranger is someone they don’t
© phone numbeHlnchdIng your children. Show them safe know wall. A stranger can be a
mf T e e A places they can go toin an man or woman, well-dressed or
o emergency, like & neighbor’s shably, kind o threatening,
BASICS => emu?ﬂ:’émﬁiiiﬂi:’? house or an open store. pretiy or ugly. If a stranger mies
. to follow them or grab them,
TEACH children that no one, they should run away, scream,
not aven someone they know, TELL children never to and make lots of noise, Tell them
CHECK your neighborhood has the right to touch them in accept gifts or rides to run to the nearest place where
for arsas that threaten a way that makes them feal from someone they l!iarg are paop}s ar!d to shout
children's safety, ke uncomfortable. Tell them they dan't know: well This parson is trying te hurt

brush in wooded areas,
overgrown shrubbery,

have tha right to say “Vo“ to
an adult in this stuation.

mal* or “Stay away from ma,”
instead of & simple “Help.”

abandoned buildings,
bad lighting, vacant lots
Iittarad with debris, no
sidewalks, or bike paths

next to busy streets:

AT
SCHOOL
& PLAY =»>

ENCOURAGE your children
to walk and play with
frignds, not alone, and to
stay in well-lightad, open
areas where others
can seg them.

MAKE SURE your children:

are taking the safest route

1o sehool and friends’ houses,

one that avoids danger spots

like allays, new construction,

and wooded areas. Test
walk it togethar.

DONT HANG = house key
around your child's neck.
It’s @ telltale sign that you
won't be at heme when
they return from schoal. Put
itinside a pocket or sock.

& TEI.I. your children to stay

away from strangars who
hang around playgrounds,
public restrooms, and
empry buildings.

ENCOURAGE your children to

look out for other kids® safety

and report anything they see
that doesn't seem right.

TEACH your children to
write down and report to
You the license numbers of
people who offer rides,
Ioiter around plavarounds.
or appear to follow them.

DO NOT WRITE your

child's name or address, mfk" your childran to
ate. on the outside of walk confidently and
their clothes, hackpacks, stay alert to what's
or sohacl itoma. going on around them.

AT
HOME
ALONE =>

MAKE SURE your kids can

reach you by telephone at work.

Post vour work numbar, along
with numbers for a nelghbor,

the police and fire departments,

and the poison contral center
near all your home phones.

TELL your children never to

open the door to a stranger

- when they are alone in the
house or apartment.

MAKE SURE they know how
to work the door and window
locks and that they use tham

when they are inside alone,

WORK OUT a0
_escapa plan
in case of fire.

CAUTION them about answering
the phona and accidentally
Ietting a stranger know.they
are alone. Kids can always

say their parents are busy
and take a message.




Anderson Tralls Plan
What’s Next — Roadway Widenings
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Anderson Tralils

Keys to Our Success

N

L

@ Citizen commitment - supporting tax levy, donation of
easements, surveys, education

@ Trustee commitment - resulting from citizen demand,
visionary (planning), monetary support (over $3
million in local funds), Tax Increment Financing funds

# Transportation Advisory Committee - volunteers to
champion the effort

# Staff - very time consuming and must be dedicated

® Partners - County Engineer, ODOT, Forest Hills
School District, Anderson Park District, Public Library,
Developers, OKI, Owners/Operators of Community
Destinations

@ Living Document — somewhat flexible and receptive
to community changes and review
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Thank you -

Questions & Comments.

For More Information:
www.andersontownship.org/Committees/AndersonTrails.htm
(513) 688-8400

ssievers@andersontownship.org
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