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Hamilton County launches Coalition to fight consumer fraud 
Community leaders to help residents through comprehensive plan, Web site and outreach activities 

 
CINCINNATI – Hamilton County residents will now have a new resource in the fight against 
scammers and identity thieves: The Hamilton County Coalition to Stop Fraud, Scams & Abuse. 
 
The prevalence of fraud and scams in our community is troubling, and is fueled in part by the 
downturn in the economy. Vulnerable populations of Hamilton County residents are increasingly 
the target of these crimes and, in addition, consumer fraud is on the rise. 
 
This September, Commissioner Greg Hartmann assembled a group of community leaders willing 
to raise awareness and help fight against the exploitation of those in our Community. The 30-
member group includes representatives from the business community, law enforcement, social 
service agencies and local non-profits who are equipped to use their professional experience 
combating fraud and scams to reach as many Hamilton County residents as possible.  
 
“Unfortunately, these scammers prey on our community’s most vulnerable,” said Commissioner 
Hartmann. “But the harsh economic climate has shown us that almost anyone can become a 
victim of fraud. The diversity of our Coalition means we can reach many different constituencies 
in our community and arm them with the information they need to protect themselves.” 
 
The Coalition has held five meetings since September with the goal to proactively help County 
residents fight fraud and scams with information: how to identify potential fraud or scams, how 
citizens can protect themselves, and how to report an instance of fraud.  
 
“Education is the most important tool to guard yourself against fraud and scams,” said Jocile 
Ehrlich, President of Better Business Bureau. “If Hamilton County residents can identify scams 
before falling victim, they can avoid the grief of trying to recoup their losses and financially 
recover.” 
 
The Comprehensive Community Plan is the foundation of the Coalition’s work. Organized by 
populations that are often affected by fraud and scams, each section discusses how to detect 
fraud or a scam, how to guard against becoming a victim, and how to report the fraud or scam to 
the proper law enforcement authorities. The Plan also acts as the framework for the Coalition’s 
Web site: www.hamilton-co.org/fraud.  
 
The Coalition will intently focus on working with community partners to help educate residents 
about fraud and scams. Each month of 2011 has been assigned a theme, or focused area of 
fraud or scams. In January, for example, the Coalition will target ‘Foreclosure Assistance Fraud 
and Mortgage Scams’, which have become more prevalent with the rise in foreclosures.  
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“Homeowners can best avoid fraud by seeking out legitimate housing assistance as soon as 
possible,” said Rick Williams, President and CEO of the Home Ownership Center of Greater 
Cincinnati. “We plan to partner with the Coalition to help reach struggling homeowners before 
they are the victims of fraudulent scams, and instead help them begin the process to avoid 
foreclosure.” 
 
The Coalition will hold its kick-off event on January 18 at the FBI’s Cincinnati office downtown. At 
the event, Commissioner Hartmann, Mr. Williams, Ms. Ehrlich, Assistant Police Chief Vince 
Demasi of the Cincinnati Police Department and Agent Mark Batts of the FBI will discuss the 
important work of the Coalition.  
 
The complete list of participating organizations includes: 
 
o Better Business Bureau 
o Cincinnati Police Department 
o Cooney Faulkner & Stevens 
o Council on Aging 
o Duke Energy 
o FBI 
o Greater Cincinnati Auto Dealer’s Association 
o Greater Cincinnati Northern Kentucky 

Apartment Association 
o Great Oaks Institute of Technology and 

Career Development 

o Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities 
Services 

o Hamilton County Job and Family Services 
o Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office 
o Homebuilder’s Association of Greater 

Cincinnati 
o Homeownership Center of Greater Cincinnati 
o Metropolitan Sewer District 
o Pro Seniors 
o University of Cincinnati 
o Xavier University 
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