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This is in response to the County Government Reform Task Force inquiry as to the scope 
of judicial administration in respect to the Task Force’s charge of reviewing the county’s 
form of government.  Specifically, what areas of the courts are considered outside of 
the scope of the Task Force’s charge?   
  
The Ohio Revised Code (ORC) provides specific direction as to what functions are 
included in the various forms of county structure currently permissible within Ohio.  The 
county courts and their ancillary agencies and support services are not included within 
the parameters of the forms of county government currently permissible within Ohio. 
  
The ORC does allow for a non-elected Clerk of Courts within a charter form of county 
government.  This position would report to either an elected or appointed county 
executive.   
  
The County Administration recommends that the Task Force confine their examination 
of the county’s judicial administration function to only the Clerk of Courts. 
  
Within this definition, ancillary agencies that would not be part of the Task Force review 
include: 

1.         Youth Detention Center (Juvenile Court) 
2.          Adult Probation (Common Pleas Court and Municipal Court) 
3.          River City Correctional Facility 
4.          Court Reporters 
5.          Pretrial Services (Municipal Court) 
6.          Public Defender 

  
On a related note, the issue of County Commissioner budget authority over 
independently elected officials is typically a point for discussion during the budget 
process.  I have attached a legal opinion from the County Prosecutor’s Office 
concerning budget authority for the County Commission as provided for in the Ohio 
Revised Code and/or Ohio constitution. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions. 
  
Patrick Thompson 
County Administrator 
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