
Local Government Reform Panel Granted Deadline Extension For Final Report 
 
The Commission on Local Government Reform & Collaboration continued inching closer to finalizing 
recommendations Friday, a day after the legislature granted the panel extra time to complete a final report. 
 
Co-chairman Dan Troy, a Lake County commissioner, said the legislature extended the panel’s deadline for a 
report to Sept. 1 of this year. The General Assembly added the amendment to a bill originally designed to help 
townships address nuisance properties (HB 393). 
 
With no deadline extension for the commission’s funding, members agreed to encumber funds before the end 
of the fiscal year. 
 
The panel previously agreed to limit funding to $5,000 for Ohio State University’s John Glenn School of Public 
Affairs to assist in drafting the report. Co-chairs Troy and Anita Lopez, auditor of Lucas County, volunteered to 
collaborate on the final draft. 
 
During the last meeting, members authorized payment of about $31,000 to the Glenn School for studies the 
panel previously commissioned. Ms. Lopez said there was more than $46,000 remaining. 
 
The report writers will work from a series of recommendations that garnered the most support from members. 
 
Among the 14 suggestions that received the most votes are proposals to allow a statutory county to change its 
structure by a simple vote of its residents and to permit municipal corporations and townships to merge under 
certain circumstances. 
 
Some additional recommendations that drew a substantial number of votes for inclusion in the final report 
include proposals to: consider consolidating the number of library districts on Ohio; use a single income tax 
collection point; and create seed funding for startup costs associated with collaborative efforts. 
 
Members agreed to set the next meeting for June 25 if the draft report was sufficiently complete. 
 
 
Gongwer News Service, Inc.  
www.gongwer-oh.com 

http://www.cpmra.muohio.edu/otaohio/commission/ota/Documents/WorkDocs/Top%20Four%20Vote%20Getters.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=128_HB_393
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