Hello Hamilton County

February 2009

E-News for Hamilton County citizens and employees

Quote of the month:

”For as much as government can do and must do,
it is ultimately the faith and determination of the American people upon which this nation relies.”

~President Barack Obama

Hamilton County Commissioners
Pleased to Make NACo Prescription Drug Plan Available

For Residents

Hamilton County Commissioners (from L to R) Greg Hartmann, Todd Portune, and David Pepper
introduced the NACo Prescription Drug Plan on January 22nd.

On January 22, Hamilton County
Commissioners were pleased to
announce the details of a new pre-
scription drug discount program
available for all Hamilton County
residents.

Any Hamilton County resident can
pick up a free prescription discount
card, which provides an average
savings of 22% of the cost of pre-
scription drugs that are not cov-
ered by insurance. This discount
program is available for any resi-
dent, regardless of age, income
level, or existing health coverage.
Cards are accepted at most phar-
macies throughout the county.

Commissioners made this dis-
count plan available through a pro-
gram sponsored by the National
Association of Counties (NACo).
There is no cost to taxpayers or to
Hamilton County for the program.

You can pick up a prescription
drug discount card at many con-
venient locations, including:

e Branches of the Public Library
of Cincinnati and Hamilton
County

e YMCA branches

e The County’s Job and Family
Services Department locations
at 222 E. Central Parkway or
237 William Howard Taft Road

e At many social services agen-

cies, such as the FreeStore
Foodbank and Talbert House.

Commissioner David Pepper said,
“This should save the average citi-
zen of Hamilton County who is
buying prescription drugs hun-
dreds of dollars.” He noted that
other counties use this program
successfully, and it enables money
that would have been spent on
prescription drugs to be either
saved or spent on other goods and
services within the community.

For more information, please visit
this link:
http://www.hamiltoncountyrx.com
or call the Hamilton County Rx
hotline at 946-1010.
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In preparation for Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, President Barack
Obama issued this call to service:
"l will ask all Americans to make a
renewed commitment to serving
their community and their country."
Reflecting on this call to service, |
want to highlight how important
citizen involvement is for the func-
tioning of Hamilton County govern-
ment — and for our community.

A recent example of the willing-
ness of Hamilton County citizens to
serve our community is the out-
standing response to County Com-
missioner David Pepper’s request
for volunteers to serve on Hamilton
County boards and committees. In
early January he asked for volun-
teers to fill a number of positions,
and by the end of January over 50
citizens had volunteered to help.
All of us in Hamilton County gov-
ernment appreciate their willing-
ness to donate their time and talent
to serve in these important roles to
help our county.

Citizen involvement is essential for
many Hamilton County govern-
ment functions. For example:

o Citizens serving as jurors is an
integral component of our
court system.

o Citizens answer the call every
day to keep children safe,
clothed, and fed by serving as
Foster Parents.

e The Emergency Management
Agency relies on citizens as
part of its Citizen Corps. Citi-
zen Corps volunteers help
their local first responders (fire,

Citizen Involvement Vital
for Hamilton County Government and Community

police, and emergency medical
departments) by taking safety
training, staffing emergency
shelters or getting involved in
other homeland security activi-
ties.

e The Hamilton County Board of
Elections relies on citizens
who work the polls every elec-
tion.

e The Hamilton County Public
Health Department counts on
citizen volunteers to serve at
Point of Distribution locations,
where medications will be dis-
pensed to citizens in time of
emergency.

e The Public Library of Cincin-
nati and Hamilton County
needs volunteers to help with a
variety of duties.

e And as noted above, various
citizens serve as board and
committee members for a vari-
ety of county organizations.

Some of these opportunities are
voluntary, and for others citizens
receive stipends. But either way,
their involvement is needed and
appreciated!

As you consider how best to re-
spond to the call to serve your
community and country, please
consider some of the opportunities
to be involved with Hamilton
County government. For more
information, you can visit the
Hamilton County website at
www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov .

There are also numerous opportu-
nities to help make our community
stronger by volunteering your time

Patrick’s Perspective

to charitable
causes in our
area. Many non-
profit  organiza-
tions have a posi-
tive impact on our
community, and

Patrick
Thompson,
Hamilton County
Administrator

their work requires volunteers.

The Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners proclaimed
January mentoring month. As
Commission President David Pep-
per says, “Bottom line: a mentor's
devotion and commitment for one
hour a week will forever change a
child's life, as well as the mentor's.
The statistics support the differ-
ence it makes--in so many catego-
ries, whether it is showing up to
school, advancing to the next
grade, graduating from high
school, applying to college, those
children with an adult mentor fare
better. If you're interested in learn-
ing more, go to one of the many
organizations that pair mentors
with our young people: the Cincin-
nati Youth Collaborative, Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters, and others.”

One way to find out about volun-
teer opportunities available is to
contact the United Way of Greater
Cincinnati’s Volunteer Connection.
You can call 211, or visit the
Greater Cincinnati United Way’s
website at this link:
WWW.Uwgc.org. Click on
“volunteer” to see over 500 local
volunteer opportunities there.

Together, we can make Hamilton
County a stronger community by
answering our President’s call to
serve our community and country.
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County Consolidates Departments
Creating the

Department of Building and Development

As a part of the 2009 final
budget, the Board of County
Commissioners approved the
consolidation of numerous de-
partments involved in the day to
day business of overseeing land
and building development in
Hamilton County. Until 2009,
the Departments of Building In-
spections, Public Works, Com-
munity Development, Rural Zon-
ing, Zoning Appeals, and Re-
gional Planning existed as
separate departments (with Ru-
ral Zoning and Community De-
velopment reporting to Regional
Planning).

In passing the 2009 budget,
these departments were for-
mally consolidated into the
Hamilton County Department of
Building and Development. The
concept behind the merger is to
enhance the ability of all of
these departments to work as
one unit toward the goal of ap-
proving land development and
building projects in Hamilton
County. Assistant County Ad-
ministrator Jeff Aluotto said,
“The employees working in
these departments have incredi-
bly important and difficult jobs.
They are the gatekeepers to
development in many parts of
the County. They must strictly
enforce regulations while at the
same time work to ensure that

development is not unnecessar-
ily hindered. That’s a tough job,
which is made more difficult
when developers sense a lack
of unity or communication be-
tween departments. The con-
solidation is an effort toward
promoting improved communi-
cations and commonality of pur-
pose in managing development
in the County.”

Aluotto says that a steering
committee, consisting of current
department heads, is guiding
this transition. @~ Teams com-
prised of department employees
will also be created to ensure
that operations such as fiscal
activities, permit counter opera-
tions, and IT services are man-
aged uniformly and efficiently
across the new department. ‘I
think it is vital that the employ-
ees of these departments have
a significant say in how this
merger ultimately takes shape —
from aligning our processes and
procedures to changing the
physical layout of their work-
spaces and customer areas on
the County Administration Build-
ing’s 8" floor. This effort will not
work without their commitment.
There will be bumps in the road,
but I'm positive the end result
will be a good thing for the de-
partment and the County as a
whole”.

Assistant County Administrator
Jeff Aluotto

Senior management involved in
the merger, such as Russ
Sparks, the County’s Zoning
Administrator, have expressed
optimism on what the future
holds for the new organization
“By consolidating, there should
be a unity of function and iden-
tity for the development commu-
nity,” Sparks said. Todd Kin-
skey, Director of the Regional
Planning Commission, added,
“Consolidation will allow for
greater integration of develop-
ment regulations and elimination
of the current ‘silo’ perception by
many customers.”

As the County and nation enter
what is expected to be a pro-
longed economic downturn, this
effort is one additional way for
the County to ensure that inter-
nal operations are efficient and
that processes and procedures
work seamlessly for those look-
ing to invest in Hamilton County.
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Todd Kinskey Appointed Executive Director
of Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission

Todd Kinskey, Executive Director
Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission

The Hamilton County Regional Planning Commis-
sion (HCRPC), at its December 4, 2008 meeting,
unanimously voted to appoint Todd Kinskey
Executive Director of the Regional Planning Com-
mission. Kinskey had been serving as the Interim
Director since the retirement of Ron Miller on May
1, 2008. Kinskey began his official duties as Ex-
ecutive Director on January 1, 2009 overseeing the
daily operations of three agencies — the Regional
Planning Commission, Rural Zoning Commission,
and Community Development Department.

Kinskey is a certified professional planner who has
been employed by the HCRPC since 1995. He
has over 15 years experience as a professional
planner with an emphasis in long range planning,
site plan review, township land use planning,
neighborhood planning, development review and
zoning analysis. Prior to his employment with
Hamilton County, he served as Administrative As-
sistant to the City Manager and Director of Plan-
ning and Building in Trenton, Ohio.

Kinskey has a bachelor's degree from the UC
School of Planning and a Certificate in Historic
Preservation. He is currently pursuing a Masters
Degree in Public Administration at Northern Ken-

tucky University. He has been active in the local
chapter of the American Planning Association and
serves on the City of Cincinnati Board of Zoning
Appeals. He received the American Society of
Public Administration (ASPA) Early Careerist
Award in 2004.

“When appointed in May to serve as Interim
Director, | expressed some hesitation due to the
magnitude of the prospect of replacing Ron Miller
because he was such an incredibly hard working,
visionary leader and teacher. The interim ‘audition’
went smoothly, allowing me to gain confidence and
gain the support of my staff and County
Administration,” says Kinskey when referring to his
new position.

Kinskey possesses enthusiasm for the work of
HCRPC and has shown dedication to Hamilton
County. “l have committed myself to HCRPC
because | feel that what we do matters. Though
not always recognized as such, HCRPC is a high
performing, award winning planning organization
and | am honored to be its new leader.”

He looks forward to assisting Hamilton County and
its communities overcome current and future
challenges.
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Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services
Invites You to Try These Free Ways
To Reduce Energy Consumption Around Your Home

If you think going green involves making big pur-
chases of things like hybrid cars and solar panels,
think again. According to the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE), there are plenty of ways to reduce
your environmental impact right from home, with-
out spending a dime. The Hamilton County Air
Quality Management Division, which serves But-
ler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren Counties,
would like to share with you a few of those simple,
cost-free solutions for reducing energy use, cut-
ting back on air pollution, and saving money
around the home.

Unplug electronic devices that are not in use
Did you know that electronic devices
like computers, TVs and cell phones
continue to drain power even while
they are off and/or fully charged? Ac-
cording to the DOE, 75 percent of the
electricity used to power home elec-

tronics is consumed while the products are off. To

save energy, be sure to totally cut off power to
your gizmos while they are not in use. You can do
this by unplugging the devices from the wall after
each use, or by hooking them up to a power strip
which can easily be switched on and off, cutting
off the power supply completely.

Keep your vents clear

To help get the most out of your heating system,
clean your warm air registers, baseboard heaters
and radiators regularly to ensure that air can flow
through them freely. Furniture, carpet and drapes
can also block warm air from flowing out into a
room, so be sure to keep the areas around your
vents clear. Also remember to clean and replace
your furnace’s filter when necessary.

Cook faster, more efficiently

When it comes to making meals, a few simple
tricks can save a lot of time, heat and energy.
First, cover your pots with lids in order to get lig-
uids to boil more quickly. Also be sure to use the

correct size burner for the pot or pan you are
cooking with. Finally, use electric pans or toaster
ovens for cooking smaller meals. According to the
DOE, a toaster oven uses up to half as much en-
ergy as a full sized oven.

Wash wisely

Nearly 90 percent of
the energy used for
clothes washing goes
to heating the water
for a wash cycle. To
help cut back on en-
ergy consumption,
wash clothes in hot
water only when nec-
essary, and always
wash and dry full
loads of laundry.
When drying, try to
dry heavy towels in a
load separate from
lighter items, clean your lint trap after every cycle,
and air dry clothes whenever possible. You can
also save money by using your dishwasher more
efficiently. Fill your dishwasher before starting a
load, but be careful not to overfill. You can also let
your dishes air dry by turning off the dishwasher
after the final rinse cycle. Try opening the door to
help the dishes dry a little faster.

Being green doesn’t always involve spending
money. While new technologies are doing a lot to
help reduce waste and utilize energy more effi-
ciently, you can start small and save big by incor-
porating these simple changes into your daily rou-
tine.

For more information about energy reduction, visit
the U.S. Department of Energy website:
www.energy.qov. To learn more about the Hamil-
ton County Air Quality Management Division, visit
www.hcdoes.org.
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Low Cost Soil Fertility Testing
For Hamilton County Residents

Thanks to a special grant from
the Hamilton County Storm
Water District, the Hamilton
County Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
is now offering soil fertility
testing through Michigan State Umversﬂy The
test results will provide you with a soil amend-
ment recipe to ensure that you get the most
out of your plant investment. Soil testing kits
and instructions can be obtained from your
SWCD office for only $2.00 if picked up at the
office or $3.00 if mailed to you.

This offer is limited to Hamilton County resi-
dents and only two boxes can be purchased
per household. This offer is good until April
30, 2009. Out-of-county residents and those
wishing to purchase more than two test kits
may do so for $12.00 each if kits are picked
up or $14.00 each if kits are mailed.

If you're interested, you're welcome
to stop by the SWCD office or call
SWCD. This is a small investment,
when you considerthecost of
plants and fertilizer. You will also
be doing your part to reduce the
use of unnecessary chemicals.

The best way to ensure gardening success is
to provide good soil quality for your plants.

Interested in a Soil Testing Kit?
Call or Visit the Hamilton County
Soil & Water Conservation District.

Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
29 Triangle Park Drive
Sharonville, OH 45246

513-772-7645

Commissioners Extend 2009 Dog License Deadline
Through February—Get Yours Today!

The Hamilton County Commissioners have passed a resolution extending the deadline for get-
ting a 2009 dog license through the end of February. Commission President David Pepper ex-
plained in his Pep Talk blog, “Due to the several weeks of cold and snow we've experienced that
~“made just about every task difficult, the Commission passed a resolution giving dog owners until
the end of February to obtain their dog licenses for 2009. Ohio law generally sets a January 31

Mdadbaitedadinitedad deadline, unless circumstances justify extending it. We believe they did.”

If you get your license by the end of February, the cost will be $13. Getting a dog license by that deadline is beneficial.
First, having a license enables people to find out where your dog lives, if the dog gets lost. Second, it saves you
money, as after February the cost of getting a license will be $26. Third, it protects you from paying a fine if your dog

is found to be unlicensed.

So take advantage of the extra month’s of savings! Go to www.spcacincinnati.org to see a list of locations where

licenses are available.




Hello Hamilton County ~ February 2009

Page7

Soil & Water Conservation District
Provides New Manual on

“Rain Garden Guidelines for Southwest Ohio”

If your home or business has
areas where rainfall runoff
causes problems, you might
want to consider planting a
rain garden. Rain gardens
use the extra rainwater that
runs off of surfaces such as
roofs and driveways, and
they put that water to good
use, helping plants grow,
rather than running into storm
drains.

If you're interested in rain
gardens, the Hamilton County
Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD) can help you
learn more. You can access
the brand new "Rain Garden

Guidelines for Southwest
Ohio" manual by visiting the
SWCD website —
www.hcswed.org . Select
“Newsletters and Publica-
tions” in the left hand column
of the homepage.

The booklet is specifically
geared towards Southwest
Ohio. Authors include staff
from The Ohio State Univer-
sity, USEPA, the Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Gardens
and SWCD. The unique con-
tent of this manual includes
amending soils that exist in
our area and native and non-
native plant selections that

have all been trialed at the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Gardens.

Anyone may download this
24 page manual for free.
Residents of Hamilton County
may pick up a free copy at
the SWCD office or have a
hard copy mailed for $2.00.
Residents of other counties
may pick up a copy of the
manual at the SWCD office
for $5.00 or have one mailed
for $7.00.

Please call 513-772-7645 for
more information

Interested in the “Rain Garden Guidelines

for Southwest Ohio” Manual?

Call or Visit the Hamilton County
Soil & Water Conservation District.

Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
29 Triangle Park Drive
Sharonville, OH 45246

513-772-7645
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Spend less

on your prescriptions

Introducing the FREE
Hamilton County
Prescription

Discount Card

This is not insurance-

FREE enrollment for residents

Average savings of 22%!

» No limits This program is offered in a
» No age requirements joint effort of Hamilton County
> No income requirements and the National Association of
q Counties (NACo).
» Family coverage
. . N AI:[] National Association of Counties

» Use it any time your -

prescription is not covered

by insurance For more information, call

1-877-321-2652 or visit

www.hamiltoncountyrx.com

This is not insurance.
Discounts are only available at participating pharmacies.
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Find Great Items and Bargains
On the Hamilton County Surplus Auction!

You can find a wide variety of items on Hamilton County’s surplus
auction, including appliances, jewelry, furniture, computers, office
equipment, and vehicles. Pictured here are just a few of the many items
you could buy if you check out the online auction today.

Buy it
from
Hamilton County!

See what kind of items and bargains you can find using the county’s online public auction!
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Caring Families are Needed!

Travyna
June 1994

There is more to this dynamic young lady than meets the eye. This
intelligent girl likes math class because it’s challenging, but she also
enjoys poetry and crocheting. After school she participates in sports,
including football, basketball, track and soccer.

Her favorite movie stars are Halle Berry, Adam Sandler and Jim
Carey. Her favorite movie is “Dead Silence.” Travyna enjoys going to the mall, shooting hoops
or talking on the phone. When she grows up, she is considering several careers: poet, singer,
dancer, wife and mother.

For information on Travyna, contact her Child Specific Recruiter:
Cathie Hooks at 513-946-7431 or hooksc@jfs.hamilton-co.org.

For information on becoming a foster or adoptive parent
call (513) 632-6366 or visit www.hcadopt.org.

Please post “Hello Hamilton County,”
=3 so everyone can see what’s going on!

Hello Hamilton County is published monthly. It is designed to inform citizens and
employees about news and events related to Hamilton County government and
our community in general. You can find current and archived editions on the
County’s website. If you have questions, suggestions, or article submissions,
please contact Laura Maus.

Laura Maus: 513-946-4708
Laura.maus@hamilton-co.org




