
 
 

           Hello Hamilton County                    February  2011 

          E-News for Hamilton County citizens and employees 

 

Quote of the month:           
“Individual commitment to a group effort -  

that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.”  
~ Vince Lombardi  

Commission President Greg Hartmann 
Introduces Policy Agenda 

Hamilton County Commission President Greg 
Hartmann unveiled a new policy agenda on                    
February 1. The agenda, titled “Revitalizing                    
Hamilton County’s Future” outlines five policy                
priorities for Hamilton County: 
 
1. Support and strengthen the environment for job 

creation 
2. Address strategic issues affecting the fiscal 

health of the County 
3. Kick-start new cost saving measures 
4. Defend our public safety needs 
5. Reduce property taxation. 
 

The nine page document details specific plans for 
each of the policy priorities.  
 
“The recommendations within these policy              
priorities both continue several initiatives by the 
previous Commission yet also represent a first 
step in a new  direction to enhance the County’s 
fiscal health and enable economic growth in the 
years ahead,” states Commissioner Hartmann. 
“While we will still face great challenges, I am              
optimistic and confident in Hamilton County’s 
bright future.”  

Commissioners Chris Monzel, Todd Portune, and Greg Hartmann       
during Commissioner Hartmann’s first staff meeting as Commission President.                                                

 

To read the policy agenda, please visit this link: 
http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/hc/hc_pdfs/2011CommissionerHartmannPolicyAgenda.pdf 

http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/hc/hc_pdfs/2011CommissionerHartmannPolicyAgenda.pdf�
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Chris Monzel takes the oath of office, which was administered by his mother Jeanine Monzel,                                  
as his wife Jana and children Mary Grace, Jacob and Andrew observed. 

 

Hamilton County Commission Vice President Chris       
Monzel participated in a public swearing-in ceremony on 
Wednesday, January 12 in the County Administration 
Building. Commissioner Monzel took the oath of office 
from Clerk of Courts Patty Clancy on December 31, 2010 
and began his four year term, which began January 1, 
2011.  
 
Commissioner Monzel served served nine years on            
Cincinnati City Council before his election to the Board of 
County Commissioners in the November 2010 general 
election.  
 
“We certainly face many challenges in Hamilton County 
as far as balancing our budget, job creation and                   
economic development,” Commissioner Monzel said. “I 
believe our team brings the energy, professional                       

experience and a spirit of cooperation to get the job 
done.” 
 
Commissioner Monzel is a graduate Purdue University 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Aeronautical and 
Astronautical Engineering. He has received his Masters 
of Science in Engineering from the University of                      
Cincinnati as well as a Masters Degree in Public Policy 
from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. 
 
 He brings a real world business experience to the            
Commission. Monzel is currently employed by General 
Electric Aviation as a Business Program Manager in the 
company’s Repair Technology Center of Excellence. 

Commissioner Chris Monzel 
Began Term in January 



Hello Hamilton County ~ February 2011 
Page 3 

Hamilton County Coalition to Stop Fraud, Scams and Abuse 
Launched 

Hamilton County Commission President Greg Hartmann and other community leaders                              
who are members of the Hamilton County Coalition to Stop Fraud gathered on January 18 

to release a Comprehensive Community Plan and an informational website. 

Hamilton County residents now have a new resource in 
the fight against scammers and identity thieves:                 
The Hamilton County Coalition to Stop Fraud, Scams, 
and Abuse. The Coalition’s goal is to proactively                  
educate residents BEFORE they become the victims of 
fraud and scams.  
 
The Coalition has been meeting regularly since                    
September. On January 18, approximately 20 members 
of the Coalition gathered to release a written                          
Comprehensive Community Plan and to introduce an            
informational website.  
 
Concerned that consumer fraud is on the rise and that 
vulnerable populations of Hamilton County residents are 
increasingly the target of frauds and scams,                               
Commissioner Greg Hartmann took action. In                          
September, he assembled a group of community               
leaders willing to raise awareness and help fight against 
the exploitation of those in our community. The                    
30-member group includes representatives from the 
business community, law enforcement, social service 
agencies, and local non-profits who are equipped to use 
their professional experience combating fraud and 
scams to reach as many Hamilton County residents as 
possible. 
 
“The harsh economic climate has shown us that almost 
anyone can become a victim of fraud,” says                    

Commissioner Hartmann. “The diversity of our Coalition 
means we can reach many different constituencies in 
our community and arm them with the information they 
need to protect themselves. I want to thank each of our 
Coalition members for joining me to help combat fraud 
in our community.” 
 
The Comprehensive Community Plan details the                   
various types of fraud and scams that residents might 
face, how to avoid falling victim to these scams, and 
how to report to the proper authorities.  
 
The Coalition’s website provides information that                       
residents can use to: 

 Learn about several types of fraud and scams 
by population; 

 Receive up-to-date alerts about local instances 
of fraud in our community; 

 Contact the Coalition with information about 
fraud and scams.  

 
The Coalition plans to partner with community                     
organizations to reach as many different audiences as 
possible. For 2011, events are planned with a monthly 
focus, which will be publicized through the Coalition’s 
website and social media outlets.  
 
You can access the Coalition’s website at this link: 
http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/fraud/ 

http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/fraud/Comprehensive%20Plan%20-%20MASTER.pdf�
http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/fraud/�
http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/fraud/�
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Better Business Bureau of Cincinnati  
 Jocile Ehrlich, President  
 Leslie Kish, Vice President, Operations  
 

Cincinnati Police Department  
 Assistant Chief Vince Demasi  
 Captain Tom Johns  
 Lieutenant Martin Mack  
 Detective Frank Schulz  
 Sergeant Jamel Smith  
 

Cooney Faulkner & Stevens  
 Crystal Faulkner, Partner  
 

Council on Aging  
 Suzanne Burke, CEO  
 Polly Doran, Government Relations Manager  
 

Duke Energy  
 Brian Markus, SR Corporate Security Coordinator 
 

FBI - Cincinnati office  
 Keith Bennett, Special Agent-in-Charge  
 Mark Batts, Asst. Special Agent-in-Charge  
 

Greater Cincinnati Auto Dealer’s Association  
 Michael Barron  
 

Greater Cincinnati Northern Kentucky                                   
Apartment Association  
 Charles Tassell, Director of Government Affairs  
 

Great Oaks Institute of Technology                                             
and Career Development  
 Robin White, President and CEO  
 Harry Snyder, Adult Workforce Development                                     
 Supervisor 

Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners 
 Greg Hartmann, Commission President 
 

Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities Services  
 Cheryl Phipps, Superintendent  
 

Hamilton County Job and Family Services  
 Moira Weir, Director  
 

Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office  
 Bill Anderson, Prosecuting Attorney  
 

Homebuilder’s Association of Greater Cincinnati  
 Dan Dressman, Executive Director  
 Carolyn Rolfes, Vice President & Treasurer  
 

Homeownership Center of Greater Cincinnati  
 Rick Williams, President and CEO  
 Michael Clemons, Foreclosure Prevention 
 Program 
 

Metropolitan Sewer District  
 Tony Parrott, Director  
 Beverly Engram, Asst.Treatment Superintendent  
 

Pro Seniors  
 Anne Fredrickson, Project Manager, Ohio SMP 
 

University of Cincinnati  
 Gene Ferrara, Director of Public Safety  
 

Xavier University  
 Fr. Michael Graham, President  
 Liz Blume, Director, Community Building Institute 

Coalition to Stop Fraud, Scams & Abuse  
Members 
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The Hamilton County Law Library 
has offered video conferencing              
services to its patrons since 2006. 
Employing simultaneous audio and 
video transmission, video                      
conferencing allows multiple parties 
to connect with one another at a  
distance.  There were several uses 
in the first year. Judges attended 
continuing education programs.              
Defense attorneys met with their 
incarcerated clients. Expert                     
witnesses were consulted.                      
Prosecuting and defense attorneys 
deposed witnesses.  From its                   
inception, the benefits of the service 
have been clear. It saves time and 
travel, reduces expenses, allows 
distribution of educational                          
programming, and provides access 
to people with whom it might                   
otherwise be difficult to meet. 
 
Over the past few years, the Law 
Library’s video conferencing                  
equipment has been used by county 
personnel to create efficiencies.  
 
Hamilton County Common Pleas 
Court judges Nadine Allen, Norbert 
A. Nadel, and Robert P. Ruehlman 
have held mental health competency 
hearings via video conference. 
These hearings are frequently                 
routine and quick.  
 
“This service saves money, says 
Judge Ruehlman. “It saves the 
deputies’ time, it is convenient, and 
it’s safer. The transport and housing 
of potentially dangerous offenders 
[from distant facilities] is eliminated. 
We could do this for all of these 
mental health competency hearings. 
It is easy and it’s appropriate.”   
 

 
Major Dale Menkhaus, Commander  
of the Sheriff’s Court Services                
Division, concurs. He notes that the 
transport of inmates from other           
facilities often involves long trips by 
two officers, having inmates stay 
overnight for one night or more at 
the Justice Center, and handling 
security considerations. These            
arrangements can incur significant 
expense that is avoided with the use 
of video conferencing.  Expanded 
use of video conferencing is a               
positive development, from Court 
Services’ perspective. 
 
Pretrial and Community Transition 
Services uses video conferencing to  
participate in meetings. “We find the 
video conferencing services offered                                 
 

 
by Hamilton County to be                           
extraordinary,” says Wendy H.               
Niehaus, Pre-Trial Services’                         
Director. “It is both cost and time 
saving as well as user-friendly. Our 
Statewide Veteran's Court          
Planning Team always feels                 
welcomed and comfortable.”  
 
Several Common Pleas judges have 
conducted other types of court              
proceedings via video conference, 
allowing testimony from witnesses at 
a distance or those who are                    
incarcerated. These uses of                    
technology have permitted cases to 
be heard without the complications 
of transportation and delays.  
 

Continued, p. 6 
 

Hamilton County Law Library 
Offers Video Conferencing Service 

For Patrons 

The Hamilton County Law Library, located in the Hamilton County Courthouse, 
has a historic feel, yet offers high tech services. 
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Continued from p. 5 
 
"Using the video conferencing               
service for trial was a cost effective 
way for the parties to present live 
testimony of a witness who                            
otherwise could not be present,” says 
Judge Beth Myers. “We were able to 
transport the jurors and the                   
Courtroom to the conference site  
upstairs with very little disruption. I 
will certainly use it again in an             
appropriate case." 
 
Judges and magistrates in Hamilton 
County have access to regular               
continuing education seminars           
on-site at the Law Library,                      
eliminating travel requirements and 
reducing time away from the                 
courtroom. Hamilton County is one of 
a number of sites statewide for this 
educational series. 

Mary Jenkins, Hamilton County’s 
Law Librarian, says there is an  
emergence of a nationwide network 
of courts and state and local                   
government offices willing to share 
their video conferencing systems 
with each other.  
 
“We have connected  expert                       
witnesses in Cincinnati with a            
courtroom in South Dakota, for           
example,” says Jenkins. “As judges 
and other county personnel have 
positive experiences with video             

conferencing, this trend of                         
technology-facilitated legal                         
proceedings will expand both locally 
and nationally.” 
 
Hamilton County organizational     
leaders and Law Library patrons who 
are interested in using this service 
may contact Mary Jenkins, Law               
Librarian, for more information:  
513-946-5300.  
 
 
 

The Law Library is located on the sixth floor of the Hamilton County 
Courthouse. It is open to the public during its regular business 
hours, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.  Law Library 
staff  provide reference services and information. Library staff                 
members do not interpret the law, provide legal advice, or explain 
court procedures. The information provided is not a substitute for 
legal advice from a licensed attorney. Call 513-946-5300 or visit                            
http://www.hamilton-co.org/cinlawlib/. 

Hamilton County organizations                  
consistently strive to make the 
County’s website a helpful and user 
friendly tool for citizens. A recent          
enhancement has made the County’s 
website more accessible than ever. 
With just a couple mouse clicks,               
citizens can choose to have the site 
translated in an instant to any one of 
seven languages.  
 
The County uses Google Translation           
Services, which is a free automated             
process powered by Google. If you 
would like to read the website in a   
language other than English, your 
choices are Spanish, French, German, 
Japanese, Chinese, Italian, and                
Korean, initially. Once the site is translated, a drop down box offers over 50 languages from which you can select.   
 
This enhancement was implemented after an employee suggested it through the Board of County Commissioner’s 
Fresh Ideas program. Fresh Ideas is an employee suggestion program created to encourage and reward individual 
employees for sharing practical ideas that benefit Hamilton County by improving efficiency, enhancing service, or 
generating savings or revenue.  
 
To check out the County’s website, please visit www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov.  

Hamilton County Website Now Multi-Lingual 

http://www.hamilton-co.org/cinlawlib/�
http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/�
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Hamilton County Public Health is reducing fees for all 
Food Service Operations and Retail Food                            
Establishments for the 2011 licensing year. The Hamilton 
County Board of Health approved the regulation at a  
special meeting on Wednesday, January 12. Online                    
license renewal will also be available for the first time.  
 
Fees are reduced from 15 to 20 percent depending on 
the type of facility – whether a full-service restaurant, a 
convenience store or even an ice cream truck.  
 
“This fee reduction is a direct result of cost-cutting             
measures and increased efficiencies,” said Tim Ingram, 
Hamilton County Health Commissioner. “We are able to 
directly relay these cost savings to the customer.” 
 
Implementing digital inspections using handheld        
computers and portable printers has allowed public 
health sanitarians to more efficiently and effectively              
conduct inspections. Completed inspection reports are 
printed on the spot for the business owner or manager. 
Hamilton County Public Health has also been judicious in 
regards to staff assignment areas, so sanitarians spend 
more time inspecting facilities rather than traveling 
around the county.  
 
“This fee reduction helps free up money that a lot of 

small businesses may not have,” said Chris Girmann, 
owner of Little Dutch Bakery in Mount Healthy. 
“Everybody appreciates saving any money so this is                
absolutely a good thing.”  
 
Restaurant operators also have the ability to renew their 
license online at www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org.                    
Hamilton County Public Health is the first health                        
department in Ohio to make food service license                             
renewals available online.  
 
“Adding the option of online license renewal provides our 
customers with an easy alternative, so they can make 
their payment from anywhere,” Ingram said.  
 
Hamilton County Public Health inspects more than 2,300 
food service facilities including restaurants, banquet      
centers, school cafeterias and refrigerated vending                 
machines. Jurisdiction includes 43 cities, villages and 
townships excluding the cities of Cincinnati, Norwood, 
Springdale, Sharonville and St. Bernard.  
 
Data collected during food service inspections are               
connected to a searchable online database. Inspection 
reports for restaurants, grocery stores and cafeterias are 
posted online daily at www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org.  

Hamilton County Public Health  

Reduces Licensing Fees 

A Hamilton County Public Health Sanitarian conducts an inspection. 

http://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/�
http://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/�
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Nature Recycles:  
Make and Take a Classroom Worm Bin Program 
 
The Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste District, in conjunction 
with the Hamilton County Soil and Water  Conservation District, is offering 
a workshop for K-12 teachers in Hamilton County called “Nature           
Recycles: Make and Take a Classroom Worm Bin.”  
 
Workshop participants will learn the essentials of vermicomposting, put 
together a bin (or take supplies to assemble a classroom worm bin) and 
learn a variety of experiments, activities and curricular tie-ins. The cost to 
attend the workshop is $10. 
 
The workshop will take place: 
 
Wednesday, February 9  
4:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m.  
at the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services  
250 William Howard Taft Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 
 
Registration is required. Please contact Gwen Roth at 513-772-7645 x14 
or gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org. For more information about this and other 
workshops offered by the Department of Environmental Services, visit 
www.hamiltoncountyrecycles.org. 

Hamilton County Organizations 
Offer Programs and Contests for Teachers and Students 

Hamilton County Soil & Water 
Conservation District  

Hosts Poster and Essay  
Contests for Students 

 
To learn more about the Forests for                  
People More Thank You Can Imagine 
poster and essay contests, please visit 
this link: 
 
http://www.hcswcd.org/2011EducationContests.pdf 

For more information, please contact the Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District at 513-772-7645. 

mailto:gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org�
http://www.hamiltoncountyrecycles.org�
http://www.hcswcd.org/2011EducationContests.pdf�
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During winter months, most attention is focused on                   
preventing colds and flu. Hamilton County Public Health 
wants everyone to take precautions to avoid other viral 
infections that are also prevalent during this season.  
 
Viral infections causing diarrhea and vomiting are a type 
of gastrointestinal illness – commonly referred to as                
stomach bugs – occurring frequently during winter months 
as people spend more time indoors and in close proximity 
with others.  
 
Noroviruses, the most common cause of infectious           
gastrointestinal illness, are very contagious and spread 
easily from person to person. The virus is found in the 
stool and vomit of infected people. People can become 
infected in several ways, including eating food or drinking 
liquids that are contaminated by infected food preparers, 
touching surfaces or objects contaminated with norovirus 
and then touching their mouth before hand washing, or 
having direct contact with another person who is infected 
and then touching their mouth before hand washing.                   
People can also become infected if an ill person vomits 
nearby and the virus becomes airborne. Norovirus has 
been known to spread rapidly in nursing homes, daycare 
centers and cruise ships.   
 
Symptoms typically include sudden onset of diarrhea and 
vomiting, which can be accompanied by nausea, fever, 
headache and fatigue. These infections are not usually 
serious and most people recover within one to two days. 
Dehydration can be a health risk, especially among the 
elderly, infants, and people with other illnesses. 
 
Hamilton County Public Health recommends the following 
precautions to stay healthy:  
 

Wash your hands thoroughly and often 
Hand washing is the single most important way to stop 
the spread of disease. Hands should be washed using 
soap and warm water. Scrub hands until a good lather is               
present then rinse and towel dry. Use alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer when hand washing facilities are unavailable. 
 
Always wash hands after using the toilet or changing              
diapers and before eating and preparing food. Wash 
hands more often when someone in your home is sick. 

 

 
Avoid unnecessary close contact with ill persons 
If someone is ill in your home increase frequency of  
cleaning commonly touched surfaces such as doorknobs, 
faucets, sinks, toilets, phones and light switches. 
 

If you experience diarrhea and vomiting: 

 Stay home from work, school, errands and other  
      Activities; 

 Increase fluid intake by consuming water, juices, 
      sports drinks and broth-based soups; 
 Avoid preparing food for others while symptomatic  
      and for three days after recovery. 
 
For more helpful information, visit the Hamilton County 
Public Health website:  
http://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/en/index.html 
 
 
 

 
 

Hamilton County Public Health  
Urges Residents 

To Take Precautions to Avoid Viral Infections 

http://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/en/index.html�


You never know what 
kind of great items you’ll 
find on the Hamilton 
County Surplus Auction!
In February, many                     
vehicles are for sale 
through the auction.   
Bidding on most cars             
begins at just $500! 
 
See what kind of items 
and bargains you can find  
using the county’s online public auction!  
www.hamiltoncountyohioauction.com   

 

Find Great Items and Bargains 
On the Hamilton County Surplus Auction! 

Buy it  
from  

Hamilton County! 
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In this seminar, Law Librarian and Director Mary Jenkins will discuss the effective use of social networks 
for litigation-related purposes. She will provide an overview of websites and research techniques to help 
the attendees. The seminar is intended for research experts, legal clients, opposing counsel, jurors, and        
witnesses. It will be offered: 
 
Friday, February 25, 2011  
12:30 p.m.  
At the Hamilton County Law Library, in the Hamilton County Courthouse 
Free to law library subscribers and county and court officials; $50 for nonsubscribers 
 
Topics to be addressed include:  

 the courts and social media as evidence,  
 the mainstream social networks,  
 maintaining privacy,  
 real-time social searching,  
 public records sites.   

 
This course has been approved by the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on Continuing Legal Education 
for 1.0 total CLE hour(s) instruction. 
 
To register: Call 513.946.5300 or email masweeney@cms.hamilton-co.org  

Hamilton County Law Library Offers Seminar: 
Social Networking Sites as Investigative Tools 

http://www.hamiltoncountyohioauction.com�
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Please post “Hello Hamilton County,”  
so everyone can see what’s going on! 

 
Hello Hamilton County is published monthly. It is designed to inform citizens and 
employees about news and events related to Hamilton County government. You 
can find current and archived editions on the County’s website.  If you have        
questions, suggestions, or article submissions, please contact Laura Maus. 
    

  Laura Maus:   513-946-4708    
   Laura.maus@hamilton-co.org   

Caring Families are Needed! 

Jaishaun 
Born July 5, 2005 
 
What do five-year-olds love? Well, besides macaroni and cheese, 
chicken nuggets and his toys, Jaishaun likes drawing and painting       
pictures… which makes him pretty typical for a boy his age. His favorite 
sport is baseball and he is loving the fact that his favorite team, the      
Cincinnati Reds, had a winning season. 
 
As an active gradeschooler, Jaishaun’s favorite thing to do is run around 
outside playing ball or chasing imaginary villains. However, he’s also 
happy playing indoors with his toys or trying to master new video games. 
 
When Jaishaun flashes his beautiful smile, his future family will be sure 
to melt. He’s a terrifically sweet kid who would make a wonderful                           
youngest sibling in a calm and supportive family. 

 
 

To learn more about Jaishaun and others available for adoption,  
please call 513-632-6366 or visit www.hcadopt.org. 

http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/hc/news.asp�
http://www.hcadopt.org�
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