
 
 

           Hello Hamilton County       March 2008 

          E-News for Hamilton County citizens and employees 

 

Quote of the month:    “Organizations exist only for one purpose: to help people reach a higher purpose together — 
     something wonderful that they couldn’t achieve individually.” 

~ Robert H.  Waterman        

Earth Day 2008 is almost here and the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services 
(HCDOES) cannot wait for the “greenest” holiday of the year! To celebrate Earth Day, HCDOES will be 
present at numerous Earth Day events for the community to attend and enjoy. Come visit us at the fol-
lowing events:  
 

 
April 19, 2008    April 23, 2008 
Earth Day at Sawyer Point  Christ Hospital Earth Day 
12 noon -7 p.m.   11 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 
 
April 24, 2008    April 25, 2008 
Cincinnati State Earth Jam  2008 Earth Day in Butler County 
Cincinnati State ATLC Courtyard  Butler County Govt. Services Plaza 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.     11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
What is Earth Day? 
Earth Day is celebrated on April 22nd of each year and it marks the anniversary of the birth of the modern 
environmental movement in1970. The day is intended to inspire awareness of and appreciation for the 
Earth's environment. Earth Day is a time to celebrate gains we have made and create new visions to 
accelerate environmental progress.  
 
Take the Go Green Challenge  
HCDOES has also made strides throughout the year to keep the environment safe, clean and healthy, 
promoting environmental progress through the development of programs like the Go Green Challenge. 
The mission of the Go Green Challenge is to encourage organizations, both large and small, to reduce 
their environmental impact through initiatives such as waste reduction and energy conservation. To date 
more than 50 organizations, including Hamilton County government, have taken the challenge. All par-
ticipants that have taken the challenge will be publicly recognized on Earth Day, April 22nd at a ceremony 
at Paul Brown Stadium.  
 
HCDOES would like to congratulate all the organizations who have taken the Go Green Challenge. For 
an updated list of participants, visit www.hcdoes.org/gogreen.htm or for more information about Earth 
Day and community activities, please contact Leslie Meiring at 513-946-7754.  

Hamilton County Celebrates Earth Day 2008 
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By now, most of you should 
have seen the television com-
mercials or billboards that de-
pict foster parents as the su-
per heroes they are for open-
ing their hearts and homes to 
provide a normal, stable life 
for abused and neglected chil-
dren. 
 
The campaign, entitled 
“Everyday Heroes,” is another 
great example of the power of 
bringing private and public 
resources together for the 
good of the community. Led 
by our Department of Job and 
Family Services, the cam-
paign will hopefully result in at 
least 100 new homes for 
Hamilton County’s most vul-
nerable children. 
 
That’s how many foster 
homes we’ve lost over the 
past two years. Much of this 
decline can be attributed to 
negative media coverage that 
stigmatized what should be an 
honorable and respected ser-
vice. Also, tougher standards 
screened others out. 
 
Local foster home capacity 

has reached a critical low 
point. With fewer homes avail-
able, nearly 30% of Hamilton 
County foster children must 
be placed outside of the 
county. This increases the 
trauma to the children and the 
cost to the county. 
 
County Commissioners Todd 
Portune, David Pepper and 
Pat DeWine, along with Clerk 
of Courts Greg Hartmann and 
JFS Director Moira Weir, 
helped bring together a coali-
tion of community leaders to 
address the problem. The 
coalition includes Northlich, 
the United Way of Greater 
Cincinnati, Cincinnati Chil-
dren’s Hospital Medical Cen-
ter, the Foster Child Enrich-
ment Council and eight pri-
vate foster care providers. 
 
Northlich developed the pow-
erful campaign concept to 
generate interest in foster par-
enting.  The “Everyday He-
roes” theme has been incor-
porated into a television com-
mercial, outdoor advertising 
and other marketing material. 
The commercial will air in 24 

Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana 
counties, assisting recruitment 
throughout the region. 
 
Interested parents can call 
211, the United Way’s com-
munity resource hotline. 
United Way will make refer- 
rals to one of the area’s pri-
vate foster care providers. 
 
Jim Anderson, CEO of Cincin-
nati Children’s Hospital Medi-
cal Center, is serving as the 
chair of the Everyday Heroes 
campaign.  Mr. Anderson is 
spearheading a fundraising 
campaign to generate signifi-
cant resources -- $1 million -- 
to mount an effective advertis-
ing campaign.  Thanks to Jim 
and his team! 
 
I’m proud of the work we’re 
doing on behalf of our children 
and that we were able to bring 
together such a powerful coa-
lition. I encourage all of you or 
someone you know who have 
thought about being foster 
parents to take the plunge.  
Become an Everyday Hero! 
Call 211 today! 

Foster Parent Recruitment Effort:  
a Beneficial Private-Public Partnership 

Patrick Thompson 
Hamilton County 

Administrator 

Patrick’s Perspective 



The Threat of a Public Health Emergency is Real  

Are you willing to serve your community and neighbors in the event of an emergency? Hamilton 
County Public Health is looking for citizens and county employees to assist with Points of Dis-
pensing (POD) in the event of a public health emergency. 
 
The federal government requires public health agencies to ensure that civilian populations have 
timely access to antibiotics or vaccines in the event of future outbreaks – likely to be an inten-
tional anthrax attack or pandemic flu outbreak. 
 
A POD is a location where medications or vaccines will be distributed to residents in Hamilton 
County. It will be opened if many people within our community have been exposed to an infection 
that may make them sick, and if disease from that infection can be prevented by antibiotics or a 
vaccine. In order to reduce travel, wait time, and provide a familiar location, Hamilton County will 
have many community-level PODs.  Every effort will be made to place volunteers at a POD 
within their own community. 
 
We need you to volunteer! 
All volunteers will be among the first to receive antibiotics/vaccines for themselves and their im-
mediate family without waiting in line at a POD.  
 
Each person at the POD will have a specific job such as serving on command staff, handling pa-
perwork, directing lines and answering questions for an 8 – 12 hour time slot. Time commitment 
will be minimal for orientation and training exercises. Volunteers will be trained thoroughly by 
Hamilton County Public Health. 
 
 

If you are interested in volunteering or want more information 
about assisting your neighbors and community during an emer-
gency, please contact Ana Rojas at Hamilton County Public Health 
at 946-7807.   
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Become a Become a Become a    
volunteer for a volunteer for a volunteer for a 
public health public health public health 
emergency!emergency!emergency!   

 



Hamilton County Board of Commissioners  
Invites Citizens to Participate in  

2008 Annual Employee of the Year  
Awards Program 

 
 
The Board of Hamilton County Commissioners invites and encourages the citizens of Hamilton 
County to participate in their 2008 annual Employee of the Year Awards Program. This program 
will give citizens and employees the opportunity to nominate and recognize a County employee 
who they believe has excelled in his or her service to the people of Hamilton County.  
 
Winners will be selected from seven award categories, based on weighted criteria. For a nomina-
tion form, which includes the Award Criteria, please visit: www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov .  Nomi-
nations can be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed, but must be received no later than Tuesday, April 1, 
2008. 
 
Hamilton County Employees of the Year will be recognized at the April 30 County Commission-
ers’ meeting and during the National Public Service Recognition Week celebration on May 7. 
 
If you have questions about the 2008 Employee of the Year Program, please contact Kim Penne-
kamp at 946-4705. 
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Agenda 360 needs your help!   
 
A group of leaders from a variety of sectors of society in Greater Cincinnati have come together to organ-
ize an action agenda for the four primary counties of Southwest Ohio (Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and 
Warren.)  Deemed Agenda 360, the mission of this initiative is to transform Cincinnati USA into a leading 
metropolitan region for talent, jobs and economic opportunity for all who call the region home by the year 
2020.  As this agenda emerges, it will be aligned with initiatives already well developed in Northern Ken-
tucky (Vision 2015) and Southeast Indiana to form a comprehensive regional agenda for the Tri-State 
region.   
 
You can help!  Please complete the Agenda 360 'Priorities' Survey at the following link: 

http://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/5953g30064 
 
Information about Agenda 360 is available at:  http://cincinnati360.com 
 

Complete a Survey! 
Your Input Can Help Transform our Community 
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Prepare for Smog Season — Starting Soon! 

Summer will be here before you 
know it.  Soon, you’ll be stocking 
up on sun screen, band-aids, 
and bug spray to help keep you 
safe and protected.  You should 
also think about the impact that 
smog can have on your health.   
 
Smog is a term used to describe 
air pollution that is a result of the 
interaction of sunlight with certain 
chemicals in the atmosphere.  
The two primary pollutants in 
smog are ground-level ozone 
and particulate matter (PM). 
 
Ozone 
Ground level ozone is formed 
when vehicle emissions contain-
ing nitrogen oxides (primarily 
from vehicle exhaust) and vola-
tive organic compounds (from 
paints, solvents, and fuel evapo-
ration) interact in the presence of 
sunlight.   
 
Particulate Matter (PM) 
PM (dust, soot, ash, and aero-
sols) can come from a variety of 
sources, including wood burning, 
diesel engines, gasoline engines, 
factories and power plants.  Indi-
vidually, these particles and 
droplets are invisible to the na-

ked eye, but collectively, they 
can appear as clouds or a fog 
like haze. 
 
A Smog Alert is typically issued 
by the Hamilton County Depart-
ment of Environmental Services 
(HCDOES) the day before high 
ozone and/or high particulate 
matter levels are anticipated.  
HCDOES, in cooperation with 
local meteorologists and the Na-
tional Weather Service, deter-
mine if conditions are favorable 
to issue a Smog Alert.  If the data 
indicates that ozone or particu-
late matter may exceed national 
Ambient Air Quality Standards, a 
Smog Alert is issued.  Air quality 
standards are based on the Air 
Quality Index (AQI). 
 
HCDOES monitors the levels of 
ozone and PM with a number of 
monitors set up throughout the 
Cincinnati area.  Using data col-
lected at these sites, HCDOES 
compiles an Air Quality Index 
numerical value for each day.  To 
view the AQI, visit 
www.hcdoes.org . 
 
 

Want to Do Your Share? 
 
• Use gas powered lawn equip-

ment after 6 p.m. 
• Refuel after 6 p.m. and don’t 

top off your tank at the pump. 
• Conserve electricity—turn off 

unused lights, computers, 
televisions and radios. 

• Ride the bus—contact 
METRO at 513-621-4455 

• Combine car trips or elimi-
nate them by walking or rid-
ing your bike. 

• For RideShare or vanpool, 
contact RideShare at 513-
241-RIDE. 

• Keep your vehicle properly 
maintained—check the tire 
pressure and change air fil-
ters and oil regularly.  When 
an engine is running properly, 
it runs more efficiently. 

• Avoid excessive vehicle 
idling, such as at a drive thru. 

 
With a little effort, we can all do 
our part to keep the air clean this 
smog season.  For more informa-
tion about Smog Alerts or other 
air quality issues, call the Air 
Quality Hotline at 513-946-7753 
or visit www.hcdoes.org . 

Air Quality Air Qual-
ity Index Protect Your Health 

Good 0-50 No health impacts are expected when air quality is in this range. 
Moderate 51-100 Unusually sensitive people should consider limiting prolonged outdoor exertion. 

Unhealthy for 
Sensitive 
Groups 

101-150 Active children and adults, and people with respiratory disease, such as asthma, 
should limit prolonged outdoor exertion. 

Unhealthy 151-200 
Active children and adults, and people with respiratory disease, such as asthma, 
should avoid prolonged outdoor exertion; everyone else, especially children, 
should limit prolonged outdoor exertion. 

Very 
Unhealthy 

(Alert) 
201-300 

Active children and adults, and people with respiratory disease, such as asthma, 
should avoid all outdoor exertion; everyone else, especially children, should limit 
outdoor exertion. 
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Hamilton County Child Support has begun tap-
ping a new source of money from those who owe 
back support -- the cash they give to the Sheriff’s 
Office to hold while they’re in jail. 
 
The agency got more than $4,000 from 30 in-
mates’ accounts during a first quarterly collection 
in late 2007. Payments ranged from $21.81 to 
$459.15.  Of the cases that received payment, 
nine hadn’t had a payment in over a year.  One 
had never had a payment in its 18-year history. 
And one had had only one other payment since 
1993. 
 
The Creative Collections Subcommittee of the 
Child Support Planning Committee-- a group that 
includes representatives from Hamilton County 

Child Support, social service partners, the courts 
and the Sheriff’s Office -- implemented the proc-
ess. 
 
“We’re trying a number of non-traditional        
approaches to collect back support,” said Kristen 
Stitsinger, subcommittee chair. “We plan to con-
tinue this effort at least quarterly in the future.” 

 
County Collects  

Child Support Money  
From Inmates 

Hamilton County Child Support employees (pictured 
from left to right) Nicole Kirchner, Hollie Beemer, Kris-
ten Stitsinger, and Nicole Casto, serve on the Creative 
Collections Subcommittee of the Child Support Plan-
ning Committee. 

Congratulations Hamilton 
County!  In 2007, you recycled 
31,962 tons of metal, glass, 
plastic and paper.  Your recy-
cling efforts benefited the envi-
ronment and the local economy 
in a big way. 
 
The recycling efforts by Hamil-
ton County residents saved the 
equivalent of: 
 
• 274,042 trees 
• 1,744,119 gallons of gaso-

line 
• Enough energy to power 

5,136 average homes for an 
entire year 

• 26,528 tons of greenhouse 
gases—equivalent to re-
moving 21,095 cars from 
the road 

 
Recycling reduces pollution so 
the air we breathe is cleaner, 
conserves natural resources so 
we will have them to use in the 
future, and decreases the 
amount of waste going to the 
landfill.  Recycling also boosts 
our local economy by creating 
169,000 jobs and $6 billion in 

annual 
wages 
just in the 
State of Ohio. 
 
If you would like to see even 
more material recycled in 2008, 
check out the list below to make 
sure you include these materi-
als in your recycling bin.  Don’t 
have a bin?  Call 946-7766 to 
learn how you can recycle in 
your community.  Good work 
Hamilton County!  Your recy-
cling efforts made a big differ-
ence! 

Hamilton County Residents  
Recycled 31,962 Tons in 2007! 
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Each year, hundreds of Hamilton County resi-
dents struggle with the fear, anxiety and uncer-
tainty of living with a disability such as mental ill-
ness or loss of a limb.  
  
They face the often-confusing process of apply-
ing for (or adjusting) Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI) or Social Security Disability (SSD) 
benefits. The federal programs help cover costs 
of food, shelter, clothing and other basics. 
 
A collaborative of social service agencies, medi-
cal providers and the county’s largest correctional 
facility has come together to ease the burden of 
SSI/SSD clients. The group has taken steps to-
ward a central point of access, or community-
wide front door, for those who apply for and re-
ceive SSI and SSD. 
 
“We’ve got a group of committed professionals 
really working to get this off the ground,” said 
Jerry O’Flynn, section chief of the Integrated Ser-
vices section at the Hamilton County Department 
of Job and Family Services (HCJFS). The section 
includes the SSI Case Management unit, which 
helps people negotiate the application process 
and links them with community services. 
 
The collaborative includes HCJFS, the Mental 
Health Access Point (MHAP), the Partnership 
Center, University Hospital, the Hamilton County 
Justice Center, the Freestore Foodbank, the 
Greater Cincinnati Health Foundation, the Social 
Security Administration and the Community Men-
tal Health Board. 
 
Working with the group, MHAP applied for a grant 
awarded by the Health  Foundation that allowed 
the collaborative to hire an SSI collaboration co-
ordinator. Kathryn Thompson, who has a strong 
background bringing diverse groups together, be-
gan her duties Feb. 1. 
 
“We envision Kathryn learning the various organi-

zations’ work proc-
esses and then 
working to bring us 
all together,” O’Flynn 
said. He noted that 
the Partnership Cen-
ter has offered to 
provide VESTA soft-
ware for tracking 
demographic infor-
mation and results. 
 
Clients access SSI 
and SSD through several organizations. For ex-
ample, if a patient went to University Hospital with 
no insurance, staff there might develop an appli-
cation. Then, the person could come to HCJFS to 
apply for Medicaid and get referred to SSI Case 
management. They could also have an active 
case with mental health service providers or So-
cial Security. 
 
“There is no good way now to know if duplication 
is occurring,” O’Flynn said.  “We are hoping to get 
to a central point and fast-track applications for 
SSI or SSD. We want to improve communication 
among agencies and come up with a community-
wide way of sharing information. For instance, if a 
client was active with JFS, we could let all entities 
know so that we are working holistically with the 
client.” 
  
Having the Justice Center involved will help 
speed mental health and possibly substance 
abuse treatment to people re-entering the com-
munity after serving time in jail, O’Flynn added. 
 
“It makes sense that these partners should come 
together and work for the best of the client,” 
O’Flynn said. “I think we’re going to see positive 
results from our months of planning. We’re going 
to take this to the next level.” 

Collaborative Seeks to Coordinate  
Disability Benefits 

Jerry O ’ Flynn,  
HCJFS 
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If you have been wanting to buy a 1998 Ford E-350 ambulance with only 99,000 miles, Hamilton County 
can help!  The Hamilton County Surplus Auction is accepting bids on this ambulance and many other 
items.  Please check it out at:  
 

www.hamiltoncountyohioauction.com .   
 
Better hurry!  Bidding for the ambulance ends on Tuesday, March 25th! 

 
Buy it from Hamilton County! 
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A Caring Family is Needed! 

Please post “Hello Hamilton County,”  
so everyone can see what’s going on! 

 
Hello Hamilton County is published twice each month.  It is designed to inform 
citizens and employees about news and events related to Hamilton County gov-
ernment and our community in general.  You can find current and archived edi-
tions on the County’s website.  If you have questions, suggestions, or article sub-
missions, please contact Laura Maus or Eric Stuckey. 
 
Laura Maus:   513-946-4708   Eric Stuckey:  513-946-4303 
Laura.maus@hamilton-co.org  Eric.stuckey@hamilton-co.org 

Johnny 
Born November 1992 
 
Johnny is an active, energetic and unique teenager with many different 
interests. In addition to playing point guard for his school basketball 
team, he also is the quarterback for the football team. Sports aren’t his 
only passion; Johnny also likes to read non-fiction books about ghosts.  
Someday Johnny would like to visit Tokyo. 
 

This intelligent young man likes his individualized and special education classes (well…most of 
the time!) and generally gets good grades. Math class is his favorite, because he finds it easy. 
Playing paintball, going to the mall and spending time at Sports Plus are some of the ways 
Johnny likes to spend his free time. 
 
 

To learn more about Johnny and others available for adoption,  
Please call 513-632-6366 or visit www.hcadopt.org. 


