Hello Hamﬂton County April 2009

E-News for Hamilton County citizens and employees

Quote of the month:

”The great thing in the world is not so much where we stand,
as in what direction we are moving.”
~ Oliver Wendell Holmes

The Banks Progress
One Year After Groundbreaking

One year ago, in late March 2008, the Banks site One year later, in late March 2009 (pictured above)
(pictured above) was a bare plot of land with much the Banks is an active construction site with over
unseen, underground demolition to be completed. 100 workers contributing. The underground

demolition is complete, and the foundation for
parking garages is being constructed.

It has already been one year since the Banks groundbreaking took place on April 2, 2008. Since that
time, tremendous progress has been made. Here are some highlights:

e Groundbreaking took place on April 2, 2008, and underground site demolition began.

o The month of May found demolition of the Banks site in full gear with the contractor removing select
underground abandoned utility lines, and underground foundation structures from Cinergy field.
Dugout tunnels, stair foundations, floodwall footings, adjacent concrete barrier walls, escalator pit
foundations, pile and pile caps were removed. A unique aspect of the demolition activities was the
on-site crushing and reuse of the concrete.

e In June, demolition continued throughout the month.
(Continued, p. 2)
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In July, Ellington Manage-
ment Services, Inc. be-
came the Banks Inclusion
Consultant and held a
construction summit to
bring together majority
construction firms and
small, minority and women
owned firms to create rela-
tionships that would foster
greater inclusion for the
Banks project. On July
30, 2008, the Hamilton
County Commissioners
approved Bid Package #2,
which was the beginning

PUTTING AMERICA
T0 WORK

On March 30th, 2009, Governor Strickland,

Representative Driehaus,
Commissioners Pepper and Portune,
County Engineer Brayshaw, and other
government officials met at The Banks
to recognize that the Banks has been

addition to the site brought
media attention to the project.
With three other cranes and a
host of other major pieces of
equipment, equipment logistics
became another important
construction activity to manage.
Cinergy’s chilled water line
installation began as well as the
beginning of underground
storm and sanitary utilities.

e In January 2009, crews
made significant progress
through frigid and inclement

weather. With 1,600 auger cast
piles installed, the auger cast
pile work was completed in Lot

of building the garage

awarded $23.2 million in Stimulus funding.

26, Freedom Way East and

foundations.

In August, all demolition work was completed
and crews demobilized. Over 7,798 tons of
concrete were recycled both on and off-site.

On September 5", the Auger equipment was
delivered on site. Pile drilling began under
Freedom Way East, Main to Walnut. Approxi-
mately 2,500 auger cast piles will become the
foundation for the Banks Parking Facility and
Banks development above. These foundations
extend over 80 feet to bedrock.

By October 2008, the Banks project continued
to move forward and remained on target for a
spring 2010 opening of the public parking ga-
rage. Also in October, bids were advertised for
trade contracts that would cover Auger Cast
Pile work for Freedom Way West, Re-Steel Ma-
terial and Labor, Hoisting, Support Deck Form-
ing, Flatwork, Site Utilities and Underground
Plumbing and Site Electric.

In November, auger cast pile work started at
Freedom Way West for the new roadway. A
second drill rig arrived on site for auger cast
pile drilling. To help with production, the auger
cast pile trade contractor added a second rig.
The average number of piles being installed
with two rigs was a total of 32 piles per day.

In December, the 156 foot tower crane was
erected on the project. This very visible major

Freedom Way West. Pile caps
and column installation were completed in
Freedom Way East. Shoring and formwork in-
stallation began on the Freedom Way East mid-
level garage deck. Underground utility installa-
tion work continued and Duke Energy’s chilled
water line was completed.

e In February, the Banks site continued to be a
safe work site with over 345 workers since April
working 25,173 hours on site without a lost time
accident. On February 25" the first concrete
pour in Area #1 of the Freedom Way East mid
-level deck brought media attention to the pro-
gress of the Banks garage construction. Local
news crews filmed the process, as concrete
trucks lined up to dump their concrete while
crews were busy pouring, spreading and curing
the wet concrete. The contractor for the garage
structure mobilized onsite to begin tying steel
for columns. Installation also began on the
Main Street temporary soil retention.

e March, 2009 — The big news for the month —
besides continued on schedule construction
progress — was that the Banks project has
been awarded $23.2 million in Stimulus
funding. Governor Strickland held a press
conference on Monday March 30" to recognize
the award.

Watch for continued progress at the Banks over the
next year and beyond! Please see p. 14 for more
photos of the Banks.
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Cooperative Efforts Secure

CEER BEN

Federal Stimulus Funding for Our Community

Patrick’s Perspective

Patrick
sl Thompson,
wHHamilton County
Administrator

Governor Strickland and other government officials gathered at the Banks on March 30th
to recognize the Banks award of $23.2 million in Stimulus funding.

On March 30th, | was pleased
to join Governor Strickland and
other government officials from
the State, County and City lev-
els to share information about
the federal stimulus funding that
has been secured for our com-
munity. These funds will have a
positive impact on our local
economy, and I'm happy that
the cooperative approach used
to secure funds was successful.

As you may know the federal
government approved the
America Recovery and
Investment Act “stimulus bill” on
February 13, 2009. A total of

$787 bilion was approved
across many categories,
including tax relief, education
and training, State and Local
Relief, infrastructure and
science, protecting the
vulnerable, health care, energy,
and “other.”

As the federal legislation was
being developed, County
departments began in earnest
the process of determining
opportunities and processes for
accessing federal stimulus
funding. Our first efforts were
focused on the process for
transit and transportation re-
lated stimulus funding

coordinated by the Ohio
Kentucky Indiana (OKI) Council
of Governments.

In that process, approximately
$39 million was allocated
across the tri-state for transit
and transportation projects.
Hamilton County received $1.5
million for the Banks project
and funding for several projects
requested by the County Engi-
neer, including $3 million for
Galbraith Road improvements.
The OKI process was a sepa-
rate and independent process,
because the federal legislation
provided direct funding to OKI.
(Continued on p. 4)
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The County also participated in
the state of Ohio stimulus re-
quest process. There were over
20,000 requests state-wide from
cities, villages, townships, coun-
ties and individuals. On March
26, Governor Strickland an-
nounced the state’s allocation of
Ohio’s transportation stimulus
funding. Hamilton County was
very fortunate to receive $23.5
million for Phase Il of The Banks
project and $20 million for the
Eastern Corridor project. As
noted by Commissioner Por-
tune, “l can't overstate how big
this is to us. This means so
much for the city, the county and
the region." The Banks project
team and the County Engineer
will be challenged to spend this
funding within the prescribed

Helpful Process in Place
For Those Interested

in Banks Construction Jobs

People who express interest
in working construction jobs
as part of the Banks

up talking with a woman
named Pat Bready. And
they’re typically glad that
they did!

Bready works for Ellington
Management Services, Inc.,
which is the Inclusion
Consultant working for Ham-
ilton County and the City of
Cincinnati on the Banks
project. She says, “I wanted
a process for learning about

jobs
personal. |
people to go down and hear
Development typically end that
available for them now. |
wanted to tell them when
people who do their trade
would be needed.
them to keep my number
and give me a call back
closer to that time in the

project. Then, | am happy to '
give them names of the
companies that will
people who do their trade.”

time frames, but this is a good
problem to have. The stimulus
funding for The Banks project
will advance by a number of
years the second phase of The
Banks project.

In addition to transportation
funding, the County received
$4.8 million for Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation Block
Grants. The County will be
working with entities involved in
the Hamilton County Climate
Initiative to distribute this
funding.

While transportation and energy
related stimulus funds have
been allocated, there are still
other County requests that we
are hopeful for funding. These
include the Sheriffs Office’s
request for $90 million to

construct a new adult detention
center and a request for funding
to rehire 15 officers through the
COPS Hiring Recovery
Program. Stimulus requests
were also made by other county
entities, including facility capital
improvements at many locations
of Hamilton County Board of
Mental Retardation & Develop-
mental Disabilities.

| am proud of the hard work and
cooperation with other entities
that Hamilton County has shown
in working to get these funds to
benefit our area. We are com-
mitted to pursuing federal stimu-
lus funding to benefit Hamilton
County and our region, and |
look forward to continued coop-
erative efforts. Thank you to all
who have helped so far!

that was

didn’t

more
want

there are no jobs

| invite

need

The Superdobs Center’s

“Construction Corner” provides information
about construction zone careers.

(Continued, p. 5)
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It's helpful to have a person like
Bready involved, since there is
not just one entity doing the hir-
ing for the Banks construction
work.

The Banks project is divided into
many smaller contracts on which
contractors can bid to do the
work. The contractor who is the
lowest and best bidder is
awarded the contract and will
complete the work.

Some contractors have enough
of their own employees to do the
work, and other contractors need
to hire new workers to get the job
done. Bready stays in touch with
contractors and has a good feel
for which will be hiring. When she
talks with people interested in
doing construction work for the
Banks, she learns what type of
work they do, and she can tell
them approximately when the
contracts for that type of work will
be awarded. Then, once bids
have been accepted and con-
tracts awarded, Bready can give
interested people the names and
contact information for the com-
panies who were awarded con-
tracts. She can even tell them
which companies have said they
will be hiring.

This type of information is great
for those who are already sea-
soned journeymen working in
construction. For those who are
newer to construction, or those
who have never worked con-
struction, Bready provides addi-
tional information about re-
sources available to help people
ensure they've got the skills
needed to be hired for construc-
tion.

In those situations, Bready
refers people to the Hamilton
County Superdobs Center,
which provides assessment
and referral services. Bready
explains, “Within the building
and construction field, there
are 23 different trades. Each
trade has different entry stan-
dards involving required read-
ing level and math skills.” The
SuperJobs Center administers
the Test of Adult Basic Educa-
tion (TABE), which assesses
reading and math levels.

If people take the test and meet
the levels needed for the trade
they want, they are referred to
the Unions for additional testing
and to apply for apprenticeships.

If people complete the TABE and
realize that they don’'t meet the
entry standards, the SuperJobs
Center can send them to pro-
grams to develop their reading
and/or math skills through provid-
ers such as Cincinnati State. “It's
one of the important processes,
because the SuperJobs Center is
the funnel for federal training dol-
lars that come to Hamilton
County through the Workforce
Investment Act,” explains Bready.

Wayde Smith, Director of the Su-
perJobs Center, says the Super-
Jobs Center has a “Construction
Corner” for those interested in
any construction jobs, including
the Banks. “We provide services
that will help them get ready.”
These services include orienta-
tion, testing, and an interview
with a Superdobs employee who
works specifically with those in-
terested in construction. During
the interview, they work together
to understand the person’s inter-
ests, to talk about strategies for
getting job ready within their

trade of choice, and to discuss
how to apply for jobs within that
trade union.

Smith explains, “We’ve had a lot
of success getting people to the
doorstep of the unions. Each un-
ion does its own hiring. We do
everything we can to get them as
ready as possible.”

Smith says in the past six months
(since October 2008), just over
200 applicants have come
through the construction corner.

Both Bready and Smith show en-
thusiasm and commitment for
ensuring that the process works
well. They’re happy to provide
people with the information and
resources they need to apply for
Banks jobs as jobs become avail-
able. Bready encourages those
with whom she speaks to contact
her again. She says, ‘| tell them,
‘I'd love to hear back from you to
hear how this process worked for
you.”

People interested in construction
jobs with the Banks may contact
Pat Bready at 513-931-0778.

You can also contact the
SuperJobs Center by calling
513-731-9800 or Vvisiting this

website: www.superjobs.com .
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Prescription Drug Discount
Cards are Available at these
locations:

Hamilton County Engineer
Implements a Change

To Accommodate Schools

Sometimes citizens think that government is too
large and regimented to accommodate requests
for change. But Hamilton County Engineer Bill
Brayshaw was more than happy to help when lo-
cal school superintendents and transportation per-
sonnel from six school districts requested a
change that would help them out during snow and
ice events.

School superintendents and transportation person-
nel requested that the Engineer’s first shift em-
ployees start treating roads earlier during snow
and ice events. They requested the change to en-
able the schools’ decision-makers to better deter-
mine at 5:30 a.m. whether schools need to be de-
layed or closed. Leaders from the Hamilton
County Engineer’s office met with them to better
understand their needs, and the Engineer’s Office
was happy to accommodate by agreeing to start
their first shift road treatment at 4 a.m.

Steve Mary,
Bridge/
Maintenance
Engineer with the
Hamilton County
Engineer's Office
explains,
“Depending on
the timing of the
snow and ice
event, we some-
times started at 4 a.m. or earlier anyway, so this
will ensure that we have all routes covered earlier.
We are wiling to accommodate the schools.
Hopefully, it helps them plan effectively during win-
ter weather events.”

Hamilton County Engineer
William W. Brayshaw, P.E.—P.S.

During the March 18th Board of County Commis-
sioners’ Public Hearing, Commission President
David Pepper commended the County Engineer
and his staff for their willingness to help.

Hamilton County Residents Save over $9,000

Using Prescription Drug Discount Card In February

Branches of the Public
Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County

YMCA Branches

Many social services
agencies, such as the
FreeStore Foodbank and
Talbert House

Hamilton County Job and

Hamilton County residents continue to use the Prescription Drug
Discount Card to save money on prescription drugs that are not covered
by insurance. In February, over 500 residents used the card, and
together they saved over $9,000.

For more information, please call the
Hamilton County Rx hotline at
-1010 or visit this link:

http://www.hamiltoncountyrx.com

If you'd like to get a free Prescription Drug Discount Card to use to defray
the cost of prescription drugs that are not
covered by insurance, pick one up today
at any of the locations listed on the left.

946

Family Services Offices
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Hamilton County Prosecuting Attorney’s
“Parole Watch” Feature

Enables Citizens to Comment on
Upcoming Parole Hearings

“Committed to making our
community the safest it can be.”
That's one of the first phrases
you will see if you visit the
Hamilton County Prosecutor's
website. The Prosecutor’'s Office
supports this statement,
providing a tool that enables
residents to help make our
community the safest it can be.
It's called “Parole Watch.”

The Parole Watch page
encourages citizens to “let your
voice be heard.” It provides an
opportunity for citizens to share
their comments with the Ohio
Parole Board about upcoming

parole hearings. And it's
incredibly easy to use.
Parole Watch lists violent

offenders whose crimes were
committed in Hamilton County
and who the Ohio Adult Parole
Authority is considering for early
release from prison. The website
provides the inmate’s name,
offense for which he or she has
been convicted, the minimum
and maximum sentence for the
offense, and the next eligibility
hearing date. Any visitor to the
website can click on the
offender's name and type in

comments in favor of or against
parole. The typed comments go
directly to the Ohio Parole
Board. The site also provides an
address for people who prefer to
write a letter and mail it to the
Ohio Parole Board.

The Parole Watch feature has
been in place for about eight
years, and Chief Prosecuting
Attorney Bill Ranaghan says the
comments that citizens share
can make a big difference. He
says, “The Ohio Parole Board
tells us that the outcry of the
community has a huge impact
on whether parole will be
granted.”

According to the Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office, the Hamilton
County community does speak
up to influence parole hearings.
An average parole hearing that
doesn’t attract media attention
and is posted for a couple of
weeks on the website will get

about 25—50 comments.
However, when a press
conference is held and an

upcoming parole hearing attracts
media coverage, it's not unusual
to get 1,000—1,200 comments.

Joseph T. Deters,
Hamilton County
Prosecuting Attorney

When citizens use Parole
Watch, their comments are kept
confidential. The webpage
explains, “This information is not
a public record pursuant to Ohio
law and will not be released by
the Ohio Parole Authority.”

“The most effective tool to insure
violent predators remain in
prison is community outrage,”
according to Prosecuting
Attorney, Joseph T. Deters.
“Parole Watch gives citizens a
simple method to voice their
concerns,” said Deters.

If you'd like your voice to be
heard regarding upcoming
parole hearings, please visit the
Prosecutor’'s Parole Watch
website at this link:

http://www.hcpros.orqg/
parole watch/index.html
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Council on Aging of Southwest Ohio
Honors Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners
With President’s Award

Commissioner Todd Portune displays the President’s Award
that the Council on Aging of Soutwest Ohio Presented to the BOCC.

The Council on Aging of South-
west Ohio (COA) presented the
Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners (BOCC)
with its President's Award on
March 17th, recognizing the
BOCC’s proactive response to
seniors’ needs during the Sep-
tember 2008 power outages. The
President's Award honors com-
munity leaders who have helped
make Southwestern Ohio a bet-
ter place to live for older adults.
The BOCC shared the award
with The Derringer Company and
Cincinnati Area Senior Services.

During the extensive power out-
ages, many seniors needed
meals. They used the food in
their cupboards, and the food in
their refrigerators had spoiled.
This especially impacted those
living in senior high rise build-
ings, as the elevators were not
functioning, making it difficult or
impossible for the seniors to go

get food. Cincinnati Area Senior
Services and the COA became
aware of this need, and together
they determined that they would
feed all elderly people in need,
whether they were existing cli-
ents of the organizations or not.

COA’s CEO Suzanne Burke con-
tacted Todd Portune, who was
then the President of the BOCC.
Within ten minutes, he had called
Burke back with a plan. Within
three hours, he had secured a
resolution adopted by all three
commissioners to release funds
from the Senior Services levy to
provide food. Burke says,
“Without Commissioner Por-
tune’s leadership and the sup-
port of Commissioner Pepper
and former Commissioner
DeWine, we could not have con-
tinued to help the seniors in
need.”

The COA is a nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to enhancing the
quality of life for older adults and
their families.

Since 1974, COA has been des-
ignated by the state of Ohio as
the Area Agency on Aging for
Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamil-
ton and Warren counties. COA
plans, coordinates, funds and
administers programs for an area
that is home to more than
252,000 adults age 60 and older.

COA promotes choice,
independence, dignity and
well-being of older adults through
a range of services that help
them remain in their homes for
as long as possible. One call to
COA links people to the wide va-
riety of agencies, information and
programs that serve older adults.
To learn more, call 513-721-
1025 or visit this link:
www.help4seniors.org .
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Hamilton County and Rotary Club of Cincinnati
Host Hamilton County Government Seminar
for High School Students

Commission President David Pepper Addresses high school
Juniors and Seniors during the Rotary Club of Cincinnati’s
Hamilton County Government event.

On March 10th, over 80 high school juniors and
seniors participated in an interactive, day-long
event to learn about the services that County
government provides. They participated in the
Rotary Club of Cincinnati’'s Hamilton County
Government Seminar.

The students, who were selected to attend by their
Social Studies teachers, heard remarks from
Commission President David Pepper, County
Administrator Patrick Thompson, Auditor Dusty
Rhodes, County Engineer Bill Brayshaw, Judge
Robert Ruehlman, and Sheriff Simon Leis. They
also participated in a case study to experience
what it's like to work with the type of issues that
county governments face, involving the media, the
BOCC, unions, and special interest groups.

Bob Noe chairs the County Government Seminar
on behalf of the Rotary Club of Cincinnati. He says
the event is educational, because it exposes

students to county government and the services it
provides. Plus, he believes it's important for
students who are approaching college and
beginning to make career decisions to understand
how county government provides public service, so
they can consider a career with county
government.

Noe says this year's event was outstanding. He
said every student that he talked with had only
positive things to say about it. Noe says, “lt's a
great partnership between Rotary and the County.
It goes well with the Rotary Club’s motto, which is
‘Service above self.”

Noe says he appreciates Hamilton County’s efforts
to make the day a success. “Lisa Webb from the
Department of Budget and Strategic Initiatives did
an outstanding job coordinating with us. | want to
extend a personal thanks to everybody within the
County that helped out with this.”
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Commissioner Portune Visits D.C.

To Advocate Against Railroad Legislation
that Could Hurt Hamilton County’s Economy

Hamilton County Commissioner
Todd Portune urged congres-
sional leaders not to place addi-
tional regulatory burdens on
Greater Cincinnati's economi-
cally important freight railroad
system at Capitol Hill on Febru-
ary 26th. Portune joined other
government and business lead-
ers from across the country in
speaking out against legislation
that would overturn existing
freight rail regulations. He advo-
cated for legislation that provides
tax incentives for investments in
rail revitalization and expansion.

“Freight rail is an indispensible
driver of Greater Cincinnati’s
economy because of its potential
to attract businesses and good
paying jobs,” Portune said. “Our
current competitive railroad infra-
structure makes the region at-
tractive to commerce. Unneces-
sary tinkering with how local rail-
roads operate will hurt Hamilton
County economically and cost us
jobs.”

Congress will soon consider leg-
islation that seeks to re-regulate
freight rail commerce and stan-
dardize shipping costs. The
change will place Greater Cincin-
nati at a disadvantage. Currently,
competition from interstate truck-
ing, barges and commercial
aviation, keeps the region’s
freight rail shipping costs low.
While an across-the-board fee

structure may
benefit other parts
of the country, it
will likely result in
higher fees for
local shippers and
negatively impact
the region’s
economy.

Portune has fo-
cused on three rail
enhancements
that promise to
position  Greater
Cincinnati as the
preeminent freight
transit hub in the
nation. The en-
hancements  will

i,

Michael Gaynor, Staff Member with
Growth Opportunities for the 21 Century;
Representative Steve Driehaus;
and Commissioner Todd Portune
during their trip to Washington D.C.
to speak to congress about freight rail regulations.

provide for better
use of barge traffic along the
Ohio River via bulk terminals tied
directly to the Queensgate Rail
Yard — one of the largest rail
yards in the country.

Specifically, Portune is working

toward:

e Providing a better direct link
from the Queensgate Yard to
bulk terminal facilities on the
Ohio River operated by the
city-county Port Authority;

e Constructing a new main line
south out of the Queensgate
Yard into Northern Kentucky;

e Developing a rail spur from
the underutilized Sharonville
Yard to rail connections di-
rect to Chicago.

“Through Cincinnati’s freight rail
yards, products are shipped
across the country and sent
around the world,” Portune said.
“‘Economically, it's worth fighting
for.”

In addition, Portune believes
moving more freight by rail pro-
vides tangible benefits to the
public in terms of reduced fuel
use, lowered emissions of green-
house gases and other pollut-
ants, economic stimulus and
highway congestion relief.
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County Facilities Department

Earns ENERGY STAR
for 800 Broadway Building

Most people notice Hamilton
County’s 800 Broadway Building
because of its beauty. It's an
older, art-deco style building which
tends to capture people’s
attention. But now the building has
another reason for people to take
notice! It's award-winning, thanks
to the County Facilities
Department’'s efforts to make the
building energy efficient.

On March 23rd, the Hamilton
County Board of County
Commissioners recognized the
County Facilities Department for
earning a U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency ENERGY
STAR for the County’s 800
Broadway building.

The ENERGY STAR is the mark
of superior energy performance
and identifies the building as one
of the most efficient buildings in

Joe Feldkamp administered

T i

Hamilton County’s Terry Evans and

the March 18th Reds Ticket drawing.

the nation. The EPA commends
Hamilton County’s environmental
leadership and commitment made
to superior energy performance.
This energy performance has
practical benefits for the County,
including cost savings, preventing
the release of greenhouse gases,
and protecting the environment.

The 800 Broadway Building is the
only County government building
in the State of Ohio to earn the
ENERGY STAR in 2008. It's
especially impressive that County
Facilities has earned recognition
for 800 Broadway’s energy
efficiency, as the 18-floor building
was constructed in 1931. Older
buildings are not typically known
for their energy efficiency!

Congratulations to County
Facilities for their work!

Hamilton County’s
800 Broadway Building

] {4
Tony Matre and Ralph Linne
display the ENERGY STAR
award that County Facilities
earned for the 800 Broadway
Building.

Hamilton County Residents
Win Cincinnati Reds Baseball Tickets

On March 18th, Hamilton County held the first drawing to give
Cincinnati Reds tickets to Hamilton County residents. Winners
each receive two tickets to enjoy a game from the Hamilton
County suite at the Great American Ballpark. On the 18th,
tickets for seven games were divided among 35 winners.

More drawings will be held throughout the season.

Click here if you want to enter your name for the drawing .

Good luck, and go Reds!

The drawing is open to Hamilton County residents only, and one entry per resident is accepted. Winners will be
notified by phone and need to respond within 48 hours of the drawing.
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Hamilton County Job and Family Services

Honored as Hunger Champion

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service has recognized
Hamilton County Job and Family Services’ (JFS)
Family & Adult Assistance division as a “Hunger
Champion” for 2008.

The USDA’'s website explains, “This program
honors local offices that provide exemplary service
in assisting eligible clients to obtain food stamp
benefits . . . . Local offices with a unique and
creative approach to serving their clients will be
selected as the 2008 Hunger Champions.”

JFS Director Moira Weir writes in her Director’s
Blog, “In the past year, there have been a lot of

changes within our Family & Adult Assistance sec-
tion. We have lost staff due to budget cuts and we
are seeing an increase in the amount of Hamilton
County citizens who need our help. We have also
implemented several initiatives to make ourselves
more available to our clients. Despite all of those
changes, our Family & Adult Assistance workers
continue to ensure that our clients’ needs are met.
These workers see tens of thousands of clients a
month, which can be stressful, but that does not
stop them from making sure Hamilton County citi-
zens receive appropriate assistance in their time of
need.”

Congratulations to JFS for earning this recognition!

Hamilton County Employees
Donate to
Fine Arts Fund Campaign

A

- W =
C ———

Hamilton County employees
donated $16,522
to provide vital operating support
for more than 95 local arts groups
during this year’s
Fine Arts Fund Campaign.

Thanks to the employees’
generous giving,
world-class performances
and educational opportunities
are possible for everyone
in greater Cincinnati.

Is the Word “Bargain”

Music To Your Ears?

Visit the Hamilton County Surplus Auction to
see what kinds of bargains
you can get
on items such as jewelry, office furniture,
computer equipment, and even the
Yamaha keyboard pictured above.

You can bid on anything available,
and you may find some great deals!

www.hamiltoncountyauction.com
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One Earth...
One Chance.
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Join the Hamilton County Department of Environmental Services Saturday, April 18th

(HCDOES) in celebrating Earth Day 2009, with an event on Satur-
day, April 18th hosted by the Greater Cincinnati Earth Coalition.

At Sawyer Point in Cincinnati
Noon—6:30 p.m.

This year’s Earth Day event, themed “One Earth.....One Chance,” Event Schedule:
will actively involve environmental groups, government agencies,
businesses and citizens of all ages in demonstrating their contri-

12:00: Official opening

butions to the beauty and quality of life through their positive ac- 12:30: Live music
tions. Guests can enjoy the return of many fun features this year, 1:30: School for Creative &
including a climbing wall, the Ohio River Fish Tank, a meet and Performing Arts song contest

greet with animals from the Cincinnati Zoo, craft sales and more. .
New to the event this year is the kayak and canoe water safety WINNETS
pool, which is guaranteed to be fun! 2:00: Cincinnati Zoo Animals
o . o 3:00: Recycled costume contest
While visiting the festival pleasg visit the HCDOES t?ooth, where 3:45: Mayor’s proclamation and
you can play games, enter to win great prizes, and find plenty of
information about local solid waste and air quality issues and
environmental programs. We look forward to seeing you there! 4:15: Live music

environmental awards

For more information about Earth Day 2009, visit www.cincinnatiea rthdav.orq .

Board of County Commissioners’

Community Tour Meetings Continue

The Hamilton County Board of County Citizens are welcome to attend the next Board of
Commissioners held a “Community Tour” meeting County Commissioners Community Tour meeting,
in Forest Park on Monday, March 23rd. which will be held in the City of Harrison. The
Commission President Pepper says in his meeting will be:

“Pep Talk” blog, “We had an incredibly substantive

discussion in Forest Park’s ’Community Tour Monday, April 20, 2009

meeting. Thanks to Forest Park leaders and 7 p.m.

citizens for making the meeting such a successful Community Center in Council Chambers
and productive session.” 300 George Street

Harrison, OH 45030
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The Banks:

One Year After Groundbreaking

(.

Pictured top left:
Commissioner Portune,
Mayor Mallory,
Commissioner Pepper,
Governor Strickland,
and Representative
Driehaus recognized
the Banks $23.2 stimu-
lus funding award.

Pictured top right:
Mayor Mallory,
Governor Strickland,
and Commissioner
Pepper view construc-
tion at the Banks.

Photos of the Banks
construction show
continued progress.

All underground
demolition is
complete, and
construction of the
garage is moving
along on schedule.
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Caring Families are Needed!

Naeisha
October 1996

Being at a loss for words is rarely a problem for this gregarious and
strong pre-teen. Naeisha is confident in her abilities, and she has no
shortage of goals for her future. She’s equally interested in becom-
ing a veterinarian, doctor, lawyer, judge, teacher, case worker, coun-
selor, actress, cover girl ... or just someone’s boss!

School is enjoyable for this active young lady, who also has a passion for drawing, reading and
singing. When she wants to unwind, Naeisha curls up in front of the television or heads to the
mall, movies or roller skating rink.

Naeisha loves cheerleading, which is a valuable outlet for her energy. She would do well with
parents who will support her interests and provide structure and a way for her to utilize her
positive energy. Naeisha thrives on one-on-one attention.

To learn more about Naeisha and others available for adoption,
Please call 513-632-6366 or visit www.hcadopt.org.

N Please post “Hello Hamilton County,”
=3 so everyone can see what’s going on!

Hello Hamilton County is published monthly. It is designed to inform citizens and
employees about news and events related to Hamilton County government and
our community in general. You can find current and archived editions on the
County’s website. If you have questions, suggestions, or article submissions,
please contact Laura Maus.

Laura Maus: 513-946-4708
Laura.maus@hamilton-co.org
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