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GROWING TOGETHER

October 21, 2015

Ted Hubbard

Hamilton County Engineer
138 East Court Street
Room 700

Cincinnati, OH 45202

Dear Mr. Hubbard:

Thank you for forwarding the undated letter from Real Human Performance partners (RHP) to me
regarding its opposition to the propased intersection improvement at Bramble Avenue and Plainville
Road. The letter makes several claims and allegations that are not accurate.

In point 1, RHP claims “any cost overrun on the construction falls back to the township taxpayers. To
date, the Columbia Township (sic) has not communicated this fact to the taxpayers.”

The intergovernmental agreement (IGA) for this project provides that Columbia Township is responsible
for overruns. But the Township has the right to withdraw from the project if the projected costs are
substantially higher than estimated or to negotiate those overruns with the signatories to the
agreement. In addition, ODOT has committed to helping find additional monies that might be needed to
pay for overruns.

The IGA and potential cost overrun possibilities have been discussed numerous times in public during
Township trustee meetings and can be found on televised meeting records.

In point 2, the September 10 meeting was not a township meeting but an ODOT meeting held at the
township administrative offices because no other site closer to the site of the project could be arranged.
As for the claim that less than 48 hours’ notice was provided, ODOT informed me it followed standard
procedure in publicizing the meeting.

In point 3, RHP claims that | stated | “was advised not to inform RHP of the proposed project impacting
the taxpayers and 4300 Plainville Rd. during the early stages of the building’s improvement phase.”

RHP clearly misunderstood. | told Jen Wright of RHP that the township was advised by ODOT and the TID
not to discuss potential right-of-way acquisition with the owner of 4300 Plainville Road or RHP due to
concerns about violating the Uniform Act associated with this project. | never stated, nor even
intimated, that | was advised to withhold information from RHP about the project.

In point 4, RHP states “ODOT and Columbia Township communicated that safety is the motivation
behind the proposed changes in the intersection.”
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Columbia Township has consistently advised everyone that the application for the OKI grant was to
improve traffic circulation and access and to promote economic development on Plainville Road and
that improved safety at the intersection was an added benefit.

In point 5, RHP states “Mayor of Mariemont and Mariemont Fire/Police Chief oppose construction
changes at this intersection. In terms of safety, due to law enforcement mutual aid, both offices
verbalized non-support of the project knowing that the engineering dimensions will not support a
70,000Ib, 40ft fire truck through the intersection.”

This project is not in Mariemont, it is in Columbia Township and the City of Cincinnati. The Little Miami
Joint Fire District and Hamilton County Sheriff's Office, who provide safety services to this area of
Columbia Township, have no problems or concerns with having changes at this intersection, including a
roundabout. Cincinnati Traffic and Engineering’s Director Michael Moore is checking with the CFD on
this roundabout and informed me the CFD assesses each one on a case-by-case basis.

It is interesting to see that RHP has enlisted Mariemont to aid in its opposition efforts rather than the
entities that are responsible to protect the area. Mariemont opposed the roundabout at Murray and
Plainvilte which led to the loss of a $15 million development project. Now it opposes the roundabout at
Bramble and Plainville. It is apparent Mariemont is not interested in seeing traffic improvements or
development in its adjacent community.

The Mariemont Fire/Police Chief has reportediy received a total of 40 hours of basic firefighting training
which is the minimum requirement for volunteer firefighters. He cannot command a fire scene for lack
of an additional 200 hours of training required. He is an unlikely expert to determine whether its fire
truck can or cannot navigate a roundabout. In fact, Mariemont has been eliminating two-sided parking
on many of its streets because its fire truck cannot negotiate the turns and is too wide for parking on
both sides. A roundabout would likely be easier for the truck to navigate than the right turns it
encounters now. | have contacted Ferrara, the manufacturer of the fire truck, requesting any details it
can provide regarding its equipment traversing roundabouts. No response has been received yet.

In point 6, RHP claims this is a high traffic pedestrian foot- traffic area but does not indicate what high
traffic is or provide a count. The township does not see this as a high foot- traffic area.

RHP also states “Statistics from many other municipalities support the increase in accidents at a
roundabout by 27% (e.g. Marquette, MI study).”

Despite repeated attempts to find statistics regarding the Marquette, M Study, | have found no such
study or information that roundabouts result in increased accidents. Jon Wiley of KZF has even
attempted to contact Marquette officials to verify its experience. All information regarding roundabouts
in Marguette show it was a two-lane roundabout, like a traffic rotary, unlike the proposed roundabout
at Bramble and Plainville. In addition, reports on the Marquette roundabout showed a decrease in
accidents.

In paint 7, RHP states Columbia Township deemed this a movement for “economic development” but in
point 3 they claim the township said it was a safety project. As noted above, the project will improve
traffic circulation and patterns, boost economic development, and may cause additional safety benefits.
RHP also stated “This project also affects many other local businesses, including the United Dairy
Farmers, Bramble Patch, Arena Lounge and many others.”



United Dairy Farmers real estate department has been contacted several times and it indicated it has no
problem with the roundabout as long as two of the three access drives are not impacted. The store
manager stated it will likely stop people from cutting through the lot to avoid the current stop light or to
be able to turn north to avoid an illegal left turn from Brambie. The manager also said she was glad the
curb cut on Plainville closest to the intersection would be closed.

Arena Lounge is not impacted. It has no parking lot, street parking or curb cuts. There is a public parking
lot across the street next to Dollar General, The only potential impact is to delivery trucks which park
illegally every day in front of the store to unload beer with cars having to cross the center line on
Plainville Road to get around the truck.

Bramble Patch has no parking lot and patrons either walk to it or use the parking lot across the streat.

RHP has distributed inaccurate information throughout the community in efforts to stop this project.
They have enlisted public officials from Mariemont who have no interest in Columbia Township other
than to create issues and aligned themselves with a candidate for trustee who is campaigning for votes
and support. This opposition is not based on facts.

The Township’s Community Comprehensive Plan, its economic development efforts and support from
businesses and the Madisonville Community Council uniformly support this project and want it
implemented. | respectfully ask for the continued support of the TID and other officials who correctly
analyzed the project, perceived its value, and endorsed it.

Respectfully submitted,
C. Michael Lemon
Columbia Township Administrator

c. Trustees
B. Pacheco



