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VA Reopening Health
Care Enrollment to

Thousands of Veterans
DV A News release 6/19/09

WASHINGTON — The
Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA), which now
has nearly 8 million
veterans enrolled in its
award-winning health care
system, is poised to
welcome nearly 266,000
more veterans into its
medical centers and clinics
across the country by
expanding access to health
care enrollment for certain
veterans who has been

excluded due to their
income.

Under a new regulation
effective June 15, VA will
enroll veterans whose
income exceeds current
means-tested thresholds by
up to 10 percent. These
veterans were excluded
from VA health care
enrollment when income
limits were imposed in
2003 on veterans with no
service-connected
disabilities or other special
eligibility for care. There
is no income limit for
veterans with compensable
service-connected

disabilities or for veterans
being seen for their
service-connected
disabilities.

Veterans who have applied
for VA health care but
were rejected due to
income at any point in
2009 will have their
applications reconsidered
under the new income
threshold formula. Those
who applied before 2009,
but were rejected due to
income, must reapply. VA
will contact these veterans
through a direct-mail
campaign, veterans service
organizations, and a




national regional
marketing campaign.

Information about
reenrollment and an
income and assets
calculator are available at
www.va.gov/healtheligibili
ty.

The calculator provides a
format in which veterans
enter their household
income, number of
dependents and zip codes
to see if they may qualify
for VA health care
enrollment.

In addition to applying
online, veterans may also
contact VA’s Health
Benefits Service Center at
1-877-222-VETS (1-877-
222-8387. Each VA
medical center across the
country has an enrollment
coordinator available to
provide veterans with
enrollment and eligibility
information.

VA Launches 10 Year
Study of 60,000 New

Veterans
VA News Release 6/22/09

WASHINGTON- The
Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) has initiated a
large, long-term study to
look carefully at a broad
array of health issues that
may affect Operation
Enduring
Freedom/Operation Iraqi
Freedom (OEF/OIF)

veterans and their
counterparts who served
during the same time
period. VA’s “National
health Study for a New
Generation of U.S.
Veterans” will begin with
30,000 veterans deployed
to OEF/OIF and 30,000
comparison veterans who
were not deployed.

The study will include
veterans who served in
each branch of service,
representing active duty,
Reserve and National
Guard members. Women
will be over-sampled to
make sure they are
represented and will
comprise 20 percent of the
study, or 12,000 women.
A combination of mail
surveys, online surveys,
telephone interviews, and
in-person physical
evaluations will be used to
collect date from the
veterans.

The study will compare the
deployed and non-
deployed veterans in terms
of chronic medical
conditions, traumatic brain
injury (TBI), post
traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and other
psychological conditions,
general health perceptions,
reproductive health,
pregnancy outcomes,
functional status, use of
health care, behavioral risk
factors (smoking, drinking,

seatbelt use, speeding,
motorcycle helmet use and
sexual behavior), and VA
disability compensation.
VA has contracted with an
independent veteran-
owned research firm, HMS
Technologies Inc. to
collect the data.

The Department of
Veterans Affairs is
responsible for providing
federal benefits to veterans
and their families. VA is
the second largest of the 15
cabinet departments and
operates nationwide
programs for health care,
financial assistance and
burial benefits. The VA
health care system operates
more than 1,400 sites of
care. Nearly 5.5 million
people received care in VA
health care facilities in
2008.
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VETERANS' DAY 2009

VETERANS’ DAY PARADE ~ NOV. 8
The 2009 Veterans’ Day Parade will be held in the City of Cheviot. There will be a
short Memorial Service following the parade. The antique and classic cars will be on

display nearby. For information about the parade contact Parade Chairman Bill Gettler
738-3844. The Parade theme will be honoriiig all war veterans.

VETERANS’ DAY BANQUET ~ NOV. 6

The Veterans' Day Banquet will be held at Gailey VFW Post 7340, 8326 Brownsway
Ln. in North College Hill. The price of $25.00 per person includes dinner and open
bar. Cocktail hour will be 6:00 —~ 7:00 PM, dinner will be from 7:30 — 8:30 PM, and the
program will begin at 8:30 PM and last no longer than 45 minutes. For ticket

information contact Eugene Jablonowski at 825-3815, for banquet information contact
Robyn Lucas at 522-2719.

VETERANS’ DAY PROGRAM ADS

The member organizations of the VDCHC pay no assessment or dues. The activities
sponsored by the committee must be self-supporting. The price of the dinner tickets is
set to just cover expenses. The proceeds from advertisement in the Veterans’ Day
Program are needed to cover all the other expenses. Ads are available at the
following rates: full page-$55.00, half page-$30.00, quarter page-$20.00, eighth page-
$15.00. Ads must be received by September 15th. For information about placing an
ad call Pat Canfield 661-5297 or Bob Schinaman at 257-5703.






