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The proposed VA FY 2010
budget will increase the
VA’s budget from $97.7
billion this fiscal year to
$112.9 billion for the fiscal
year beginning October 2,
2009. This is in addition
to the $1.4 billion provided
for projects in the
Recovery Act of 2009.

The 2010 budget
represents the first step
toward increasing

discretionary funding for
VA efforts by $25 billion
over the next five years.
The gradual expansion in
health care enrollment that
this would support will
open hospital and clinic
doors to more than
500,000 veterans by 2013
who have been excluded
from VA medical care
benefits since 2003. The
2010 budget request
provides the resources to
achieve this level of
services while maintaining
high quality and timely
care for lower income and
service-connected disabled

veterans who currently rely
on VA for medical care.
The new budget provides
greater benefits for
veterans who are medically
retired from active duty,
allowing for the first time
all military retirees to keep
their full disability
compensation along with
their retired pay.

VA Accepting
Applications for Post
9/11 GI Bill Benefits

WASHINGTON — The
Department of Veterans




Affairs (VA) announced
today that Veterans can
begin submitting
applications online for the
Post 9/11/ GI Bill.

Veterans, service
members, reservists and
National Guard members
with active duty since
September 10, 2001, may
be eligible for this benefit.
Veterans will remain
eligible for benefits for 15
years from the date of last
discharge or release from a
period of active duty of at
least 90 continuous days.

Eligible applicants must
have served for an
aggregate period of at least
90 days since September
10, 2001, or served at least
30 continuous days on
active duty since
September 10, 2001, and
received a discharge for
disability.

Benefit payment rates
range from 40 percent of
the maximum benefit for a
person with at least 90
days, but less than six
months of aggregate
service and up to 100
percent of the benefit for
people with at least 36
months of aggregate
service or 30 continuous
days and a discharge due
to service connected
disability. Prospective
beneficiaries may apply

online through the GI Bill
website at

-www.GIBILL.VA.gov.

Qualified veterans will
receive a “Certification of
Eligibility” as well as
additional information
regarding benefits they
may qualify for under the
Post 9/11 GI Bill, which
will become effective on
August 1, 2009.

The Post 9/11 GI Bili,
passed by Congress last
year, is the most extensive
educational assistance
program authorized since
the original GI Bill signed
into law in 1944, It
provides eligible applicants
with tuition payments to
assist them in getting a
college education. For
many participants, it also
provides a housing
allowance and a stipend for
books and supplies.

Information about the new
program and VA’s other
education benefits can be
obtained through
www.GIBILL.VA.gov. or
by calling 1-888-442-4551.

VA Blue Water
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As most Vietnam-era
veterans know
presumption for Agent
Orange related health
conditions are based upon

the member having
actually had “boots on the
ground” for at least one
day. Thos serving aboard
ships have been divided
into two groups. In the
Blue Water groups are
those individuals who were
considered not to have
been in country and among
the Brown Water group are
those who worked on the
rivers and are al ready
considered to qualify. A
question by a veterans
organization
representative, a previous
quarterly meeting, has led
the VA to slightly change
the rule. Now, if a service
member can prove that he
was aboard a ship that
actually tied up to a pier in
Vietnam and that can be
proved, the member will
be considered as being in
country and the
presumptive conditions can
apply. If you or someone
you know meets these
qualifications and has
previously been turned
down for Agent Orange
related conditions, now is
the time to reopen your
case with the VA.

Be A Part of Medical
History

Veterans’ Health

Summer 2009

Artificial limbs, the cardiac
pacemaker, the liver
transplant—these medical
innovations have helped
people from many walks of







