
Title 55 - Chapter 43

Section 5543.01
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

The county engineer shall have general charge of the following:
(A) Construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of all bridges and highways within his county, under the jurisdiction of
the board of county commissioners;
(B) Construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of roads by boards of township trustees under sections 5571.01, 5571.06,
5571.07, 5571.15, 5573.01 to 5573.15, inclusive, and 5575.02 to 5575.09, inclusive, of the Revised Code;
(C) Construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of the roads of a road district under section 5573.21 of the Revised Code.
The engineer may not perform any duties in connection with the repair, maintenance, or dragging of roads by boards of township trustees,
except that upon the request of any board of township trustees he shall inspect any road designated by it and advise as to the best methods of
repairing, maintaining, or dragging such road.

Section 5543.011
General Assembly: 121.

Bill Number: Sub. House Bill 629

Effective Date: 03/13/97

A county engineer may sell directly to a county board of mental retardation and developmental disabilities gasoline and diesel fuel that has
been purchased for the use of the county engineer's office.

Section 5543.02
General Assembly: 121.

Bill Number: Amended Sub. House Bill 107

Effective Date: 00/00/00

The county engineer shall report to the board of county commissioners, on or before the first day of April in each year, the condition of the
county roads, bridges, and culverts, and estimate the probable amount of funds required to maintain and repair or to construct any new roads,
bridges, or culverts required within the county.
The engineer shall, on or before the first day of April in each year, make an annual estimate for the board of township trustees of each
township, setting forth the amount required by the township for the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of the public
roads within their jurisdiction. Such estimates shall relate to the year beginning on the first day of March next ensuing, and shall be for the
information of the board of county commissioners and board of township trustees, in the making of their annual levies.
The engineer shall approve all estimates which are paid from county funds for the construction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of roads
and bridges by the county. He shall approve all estimates which are paid from township funds for the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing,
or improving of roads under sections 5571.01, 5571.06, 5571.07, 5571.15, and 5573.01 to 5573.09 of the Revised Code. He shall also approve
all estimates which are paid from the funds of a road district for the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of the roads
thereof under section 5573.21 of the Revised Code.
For the construction or repair of a bridge, the entire cost of which construction or repair exceeds fifty thousand dollars, the county engineer
may request the director of transportation to review and comment on the plans for conformance with state and federal requirements. If so
requested, the director shall review and comment on the plans.



Section 5543.03
General Assembly: 110

Bill Number: House Bill. 200

Effective Date: 09-28-73

The county engineer shall make a report to the director of transportation, whenever requested by that official, relative to the highways and
bridges in the county, containing such matter and in such form as prescribed by the director, and file a duplicate with the board of county
commissioners.

Section 5543.04
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 09/28/73

The county engineer, under the direction and supervision of the director of transportation, shall name and number all the public roads of his
county, other than intercounty and state highways and shall number all the bridges and culverts on such roads. All such roads shall be divided
into sections where they are of sufficient length to warrant it. Such sections shall not exceed three miles in length and shall be numbered
consecutively. This section shall extend to all roads on the north and east lines of each county. A map of such roads shall be made by the
engineer, which shall show and identify by number, location, and length each such road and section thereof and all bridges and culverts. Such
map shall show the location of public recreational trails preserved by the board of county commissioners under section 5553.044 of the Revised
Code, municipal corporations, schoolhouses, churches, lakes, and rivers, and shall be made in township units.
As rapidly as the roads, bridges, and culverts of each township are located and numbered, the engineer shall enter in a book in his office, to be
kept for that purpose, a description or identification thereof. A copy of such map shall be submitted to the director together with a report
showing plainly and definitely the exact location of such numbered roads and sections thereof, bridges, and culverts, and such other and further
information as the director requires. All the duties required by this section shall be performed in accordance with the instructions of the
director, who shall prescribe such forms and issue such instructions as he deems proper. Upon the approval by the director of each map and
report, copies shall be filed by the engineer in his office and in the office of the board of county commissioners, and a copy of the map of each
township shall be filed with the board of township trustees of such township. The road names, numbers, and section designations, and the
bridge and culvert numbers shall be the official terms by which they are known. When a new road is established it shall be assigned a name and
number by the engineer and if necessary divided into sections, or it may be added to an existing road, and the engineer shall note such new
road, together with its official designation, on the copy of the map on file in his office and report it to the director and board of county
commissioners.



Section 5543.05
General Assembly: 116.

Bill Number: Sub. House Bill 201

Effective Date: 07/01/85

The county auditor shall, before he draws his warrant for any moneys expended by the county on any highways, other than intercounty or state
highways, or on any bridges or culverts on such highways, require of the county engineer the assignment of such expense to the road and
section thereof, bridge, or culvert in connection with which such expense was incurred. The auditor shall keep such records as are necessary to
show clearly at the close of each year the amount of money expended from the county treasury on each section of road, other than intercounty
or state highways, and on each bridge and culvert on such roads.
The township clerk shall, before he draws any warrant for money expended upon any road within the township, other than an intercounty or
state highway, or on bridges or culverts on such roads, require of the engineer or board of township trustees the assignment of such expense to
the road, bridge, or culvert in connection with which the expense was incurred. The clerk may keep such additional records as are necessary to
show clearly at the close of each year the amount of money expended from the township funds on each section of road, other than intercounty
or state highways, within the township, and on each bridge and culvert on such roads. The board of township trustees may require the clerk to
keep such additional records.
When general equipment or material for use in the entire county or township is purchased, the expense thereof need not be assigned to any
section of road or to any bridge or culvert, but, so far as practicable, all items of expense shall be assigned to the specific section of road or to
the particular bridge or culvert in connection with which they were incurred.
The director of transportation may prescribe all necessary and proper forms for maps and reports to be maintained by engineers, boards,
auditors, and clerks. All auditors and clerks may be required by the director to transmit to him , in such form as he prescribes, the cost records
they are required by law to keep pertaining to roads, bridges, and culverts within their counties or townships.

Section 5543.06
General Assembly: 115.

Bill Number: Amended Sub. House Bill 373

Effective Date: 07/01/83

The county engineer shall annually call a meeting, within the county, at a time and place approved by the board of county commissioners, of all
the township and county authorities having directly to do with the construction and repair of roads and bridges within the county. At such
meeting, which shall be open to the general public, the engineer, or his designee, shall instruct the proper authorities as to the best and most
economical methods for repairing and maintaining the roads and bridges of the county, so as to provide a uniform system of highway work for
such county. Each official attending such meeting shall receive his actual and necessary expenses, in addition to his regular per diem or salary,
which shall be paid by the county treasurer from the road fund of the county on itemized vouchers approved by the engineer.

Section 5543.08
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 09/28/73

The county engineer may request advice and assistance from the director of transportation in all matters relating to the duties of such engineer.
In so far as the highways, bridges, and culverts under the control of the state are concerned, the engineer shall be governed, in the conduct of
his work, by the instructions of the director, as issued for the guidance of engineers.



Section 5543.09
General Assembly: 116.

Bill Number: Sub. House Bill 428

Effective Date: 12/23/86

The county engineer shall supervise the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of the highways, bridges, and
culverts under the jurisdiction of the board of county commissioners, and the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing and improvement of
public roads by boards of township trustees under sections 5571.01, 5571.06, 5571.07, 5571.15, 5573.01 to 5573.15, 5575.02 to 5575.09, and
5577.01 of the Revised Code. When the engineer has charge of the highways, bridges, and culverts within his county, and under the control of
the state, he shall also supervise their construction, reconstruction, improvement, and repair.

Section 5543.10
General Assembly: 108.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 3-18-69

The county engineer, upon the order of the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees, shall construct sidewalks of suitable
materials, along or connecting the public highways, outside any municipal corporation, upon the petition of a majority of the abutting property
owners, and the expense of construction of such sidewalks may be paid by the county or township, or by the county or township and abutting
property owners in such proportion as determined by the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees. The board of county
commissioners or board of township trustees may assess part or all of the cost of such sidewalks against the abutting property owners, in
proportion to benefits accruing to such property.
The board of county commissioners or board of township trustees may, by unanimous vote, order the construction, repair, or maintenance of
sidewalks along or connecting the public highways, outside a municipal corporation, without a petition therefor, and may assess none, all, or
any part of the cost against abutting property owners, provided that notice is given by publication for three successive weeks in a newspaper of
general circulation within the county, stating the intention of the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees to construct,
repair, or maintain such sidewalks, and fixing a date for hearing on the improvement.
Notice to all abutting property owners shall be given by two publications in a newspaper of general circulation in such county, at least ten days
prior to the date fixed in the notice for the making of such assessments. Such notice shall state the time and place when abutting property
owners will be given an opportunity to be heard with reference to assessments, and the board of county commissioners or board of township
trustees shall determine whether such assessments shall be paid in one or more installments.

Section 5543.11
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 9-28-73

The county engineer may establish the grade and width of sidewalks constructed along or connecting the public highways, outside any
municipal corporation, and designate the character of construction, and have general supervision of such sidewalks. This section and section
5543.10 of the Revised Code relating to the construction of sidewalks, shall not prevent the director of transportation, county engineer, or board
of township trustees from granting permission to the abutting property owners to construct sidewalks in front of their properties and along the
public highway, but such sidewalks shall be constructed subject to the approval of the proper authorities.



Section 5543.12
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

The county engineer or anyone acting under his authority, when authorized by the board of county commissioners or board of township
trustees, may enter immediately:
(A) Upon any lands adjacent to any of the highways in the county for the purpose of opening an existing ditch or drain, or for digging a new
ditch or drain for the free passage of water for the drainage of highways;
(B) Upon any lands adjoining rivers, streams, creeks, lakes, reservoirs, or ponds, to drive piles, throw up embankments, and perform such other
labor as is necessary to keep such rivers, streams, creeks, lakes, reservoirs, or ponds within their proper channels or basins, and to prevent their
encroachment upon the highways, bridges, or culverts;
(C) Upon the lands adjoining a highway, which, during the spring freshets or at a time of high water, are subject to overflow from such rivers,
streams, or creeks, to remove or change the position of a fence or other obstruction preventing the free flow of water under or through a
highway, bridge, or culvert, whenever the engineer deems it necessary for the protection of such highway, bridge, or culvert;
(D) Upon any lands adjacent to highways, to remove any fence or other obstruction which causes snow to drift upon such highway and erect
snow fences or other devices upon such lands to prevent the drifting of snow in or upon the highway.

Section 5543.13
General Assembly: 106.

Bill Number: Amended S.B. 94

Effective Date: 1-1-66

When lands are entered upon under section 5543.12 of the Revised Code, the county engineer shall agree with the owners of such lands, subject
to the approval of the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees, as to the amount of compensation and damages already
sustained or to be sustained by such owner, and the amount of such compensation and damages, so determined, shall be paid by the county or
townships.
If the engineer is unable to agree with such owner upon the amount of compensation and damages already sustained or to be sustained, such
amount shall be determined in accordance with sections 163.01 to 163.22, inclusive, of the Revised Code.

Section 5543.14
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

With the consent of the abutting landowner, the county engineer shall have control of all trees and shrubs in the county roads of his county and
the board of township trustees shall have control of all trees and shrubs in the township roads of its township. The department of agriculture or
other proper department may, with the consent of the proper authorities and abutting landowner, take charge of the care of such trees. Such
department may, with the consent of the proper authorities of the township, county, or state, plant trees along the public highway and may use
any funds available for the development of forestry in the state to pay the expense of the planting and care of such trees. The ownership of all
trees, so planted, shall remain in the public.



Section 5543.16
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 09/28/73

The owners of land shall construct and keep in repair all approaches or driveways from the public roads, under the direction of the county
engineer. If in the construction, improvement, maintenance, and repair of any road, the approach or driveway of an abutting property owner is
destroyed, the authorities constructing, improving, maintaining, or repairing such road shall compensate the property owner for the destruction
of his approach or driveway, or in lieu thereof authorize the engineer to reconstruct it at public expense.
In the construction of a road improvement the director of transportation or engineer may, in all cases where the approaches of the owners of
abutting real estate are unsuitable to a projected improvement or so constructed as not to afford proper drainage after its completion, include in
the plans for such improvement plans for proper approaches. The entire cost of constructing such approaches may be assessed against the lands
along which they are constructed.

Section 5543.17
General Assembly: 118.

Bill Number: Sub. House Bill 258

Effective Date: 11/02/89

The county engineer shall, at the time he makes surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections, estimates, and specifications for any county, township,
or district road improvement, or plans for the construction, improvement, or repair of any bridge or culvert, determine whether the making of
the improvement will require the closing to traffic of such highway, bridge, or culvert. The engineer shall, whenever practicable, so prepare the
plans and specifications for an improvement as to avoid closing to traffic at any one time the entire width of the highway or bridge being
improved. No person shall close a county or township highway, bridge, or culvert, unless that action has first been determined to be necessary
by the engineer. If the engineer determines that the making of the improvement will require the closing to traffic of the highway, bridge, or
culvert, he shall further determine whether it is practicable to construct within the limits of the highway or to provide a new location for and
construct a temporary highway, bridge, or culvert, to be used by travelers in lieu of the closed highway, bridge, or culvert. His determination in
respect to all matters above set forth shall be made in writing, and shall accompany the copy of his surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections,
estimates, and specifications filed with the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees.
If the engineer determines that it is practicable to provide a new location for and construct a temporary highway, bridge, or culvert he shall
include plans for the temporary highway, bridge, or culvert as part of the plan for the improvement.
If he determines that it is impracticable to construct a temporary highway, bridge, or culvert he shall include as a part of the plans for the
improvement plans, specifications, and estimates for all necessary and proper barriers and detour signs. Signs must be so placed as to
conspicuously indicate the points at which it is necessary for traffic to leave the closed highway, and plainly mark the most direct practicable
route to be followed, indicating the road to be followed by the detoured traffic at all road crossings and forks. The costs and expenses of
constructing temporary highways, bridges, or culverts, or placing barriers and detour signs shall be included in and regarded as a part of the
costs and expenses of the improvement and shall be paid accordingly. All temporary highways, bridges, or culverts and all detour signs shall be
maintained by the contractor until the permanent highway, bridge, or culvert is completed and reopened for traffic. No contractor or engineer
shall, when the county is proceeding by force account, close any highway, bridge, or culvert until such temporary highway, bridge, or culvert
has been constructed or such barriers and detour signs have been placed. Immediately upon the reopening of the highway, bridge, or culvert the
contractor, or the engineer in case the county is proceeding by force account, shall immediately remove all barriers and detour signs. Only such
portion of any highway shall be closed at any one time as is determined necessary by the engineer.
For the purpose of locating, constructing, and erecting temporary highways or bridges the engineer may enter upon lands adjoining or near a
highway to be closed, and may, with the approval of the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees, agree with the owners of
the lands as to damage caused thereby. If the proper officers are unable to agree with the owners as to the amount of damages sustained, the
amount thereof shall be ascertained, determined, and paid as in the case of the condemnation of road materials.



Section 5543.18
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 9-28-73

When authorized by the board of county commissioners the county engineer shall erect and maintain at intersecting roads on intercounty and
state highways, suitable signposts, the design of which shall be approved by the director of transportation, showing the names and numbers of
the roads and the direction and distance to nearby municipal corporations.

Section 5543.19
General Assembly: 109.

Bill Number: Amended Sub. House Bill 785

Effective Date: 12/17/71

(A) The county engineer may, when authorized by the board of county commissioners and not required by this section or other law to use
competitive bidding, employ such laborers and vehicles, use such county employees and property, lease such implements and tools, and
purchase such materials as are necessary in the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of roads by force account.
In determining whether he may undertake construction or reconstruction, including widening and resurfacing, of roads by force account, the
county engineer shall first cause to be made an estimate of the cost of such work, which estimate shall include labor, material, freight, fuel,
hauling, use of machinery and equipment, and all other items of cost. When the total estimated cost of the work exceeds ten thousand dollars
per mile, the county commissioners shall invite and receive competitive bids for furnishing all the labor, materials, and equipment necessary to
complete the work in accordance with sections 307.86 to 307.92, inclusive, of the Revised Code.
(B) The county engineer may, when authorized by the board of county commissioners and not required by this section or other law to use
competitive bidding, employ such laborers and vehicles, use such county employees and property, lease such implements and tools, and
purchase such materials as are necessary in the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of bridges and culverts by
force account.
In determining whether he may undertake such construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of bridges or culverts by
force account, the county engineer shall first cause to be made an estimate of the cost of such work, which estimate shall include labor,
material, freight, fuel, hauling, use of machinery and equipment, and all other items of cost. When the total estimated cost of the work exceeds
forty thousand dollars, the board of county commissioners shall invite and receive competitive bids for furnishing all the labor, materials, and
equipment necessary to complete the work, in accordance with sections 307.86 to 307.92, inclusive, of the Revised Code. The county engineer
shall obtain the approval required by section 5543.02 of the Revised Code.
(C) "Force account," as used in this section means that the county engineer will act as contractor, using labor employed by him using material
and equipment either owned by the county or leased or purchased in compliance with sections 307.86 to 307.92, inclusive, of the Revised Code
and excludes subcontracting any part of such work unless done pursuant to sections 307.86 to 307.92, inclusive, of the Revised Code.
The term "competitive bids" as used in this section requires competition for the whole contract and in regard to its component parts, including
labor and materials. Neither plans nor specifications shall be drawn to favor any manufacturer or bidder unless required by the public interest.



Section 5543.20
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 09/28/73

The county engineer shall inspect all bridges or portions thereof on the county highway system inside and outside of municipalities, bridges on
township roads, and other bridges or portions of bridges for which responsibility for inspection is by law or agreement assigned to the county.
If the responsibility for inspection of a bridge is not fixed by law or agreement and the county performs the largest share of maintenance on a
bridge, inspection shall be made by the engineer.
This section does not prohibit a board of township trustees from inspecting bridges within a township.
Such inspection shall be made annually, or more frequently if required by the board of county commissioners, in accordance with the manual of
bridge inspection described in section 5501.47 of the Revised Code.
Counties may contract for inspection services.
The engineer shall maintain an updated inventory of all bridges in the county, except those on the state highway system and those within a
municipality for which the engineer has no duty to inspect, and indicate on the inventory record who is responsible for inspection and for
maintenance, and the authority for such responsibilities.
The engineer shall report the condition of all bridges to the board of county commissioners not later than sixty days after his annual inspection
or he shall report more frequently if the board so requires. Any bridge for which the county has inspection or maintenance responsibility which,
at any time, is found to be in a condition that is a potential danger to life or property shall be identified in the reports, and if the engineer
determines that the condition of any bridge represents an immediate danger he shall immediately report the condition to the board. With respect
to those bridges where there exists joint maintenance responsibility, the engineer shall furnish a copy of his report to each party responsible for
a share of maintenance. The engineer shall furnish each board of township trustees with a report of the condition of bridges on the township
road system of such township and furnish the legislative authority of each municipality in the county with a report of the condition of bridges in
such municipality for which the county has responsibility for inspection.
"Maintenance" as used in this division means actual performance of maintenance work.

Section 5543.21
General Assembly: 109.

Bill Number: S.B. 249

Effective Date: 10-20-72

The county engineer shall install and maintain suitable, uniform markers designating intersections with and accesses to state recreational trails,
wherever any trail established pursuant to Chapter 1519. of the Revised Code intersects with a county or township road, or along any county or
township road that such a trail follows. The county engineer shall similarly install and maintain suitable, uniform markers designating each
public recreational trail preserved by the board of county commissioners under section 5553.044 of the Revised Code, wherever such a trial
intersects with a county or township road. The markers shall include the words "public trail" and "motorized vehicles prohibited." The costs of
such installation and maintenance may be paid from any county road improvement or maintenance and repair funds.



Title 55 - Chapter 47

Section 5547.01
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

Any person, partnership, or corporation owning land or an interest therein in fee or otherwise, containing coal, clay, or stone, and over any
portion of which passes a state, county, or township road or public highway, with the consent of the board of county commissioners if state or
county roads, or with the consent of the board of township trustees if township roads, may excavate, mine, and quarry through or under such
road.
Before the work is commenced such person, partnership, or corporation shall execute and deliver to the board of county commissioners a bond,
with good and sufficient surety, in amount sufficient to cover all damages that may accrue to be approved by the board of county
commissioners, conditioned, that while crossing over, mining, or quarrying under such road, a safe and unobstructed passageway shall be kept
open by the individual, partnership, or corporation for public use, and as soon as practicable such road shall be fully restored to its original safe
and passable condition.

Section 5547.02
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 9-28-73

A person owning land abutting a public road, not within a municipal corporation, when approved by the director of transportation if upon a
state highway, board of county commissioners if upon a county road, or the board of township trustees if upon a township road, may lay a pipe
line, within the line of the road, for the purpose of conveying water for public and other purposes. The laying of such pipe line shall in no way
interfere with public travel or damage such road, and shall be done upon such conditions as the director, board of county commissioners, or
board of township trustees prescribes.



Section 5547.03
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

All persons, partnerships, and corporations using or occupying any part of a highway, bridge, or culvert with telegraph or telephone lines,
steam, electrical, or industrial railways, oil, gas, water, or other pipes, mains, conduits, or any object or structure, other than by virtue of a
franchise legally granted, shall remove from the bounds of such highway, bridge, or culvert, their poles and wires connected therewith, or any
and all tracks, switches, spurs, or oil, gas, or water pipes, mains, conduits, or other objects or structures when, in the opinion of the board of
county commissioners, they constitute obstructions in any highway, other than the state highway system; or the bridges or culverts thereon, or
interfere or may interfere with the proposed improvement of such highways, bridges, or culverts or the use thereof by the traveling public. By
obtaining the consent and approval of the board, such persons, partnerships, and corporations may relocate their properties within the bounds of
such highways, bridges, or culverts in such manner as the board prescribes. The giving of such consent and approval by the board does not
grant any franchise rights.
Persons, partnerships, or corporations occupying any part of a highway, bridge, or culvert, under and by virtue of a franchise legally granted,
shall relocate their properties within the bounds of such highway, bridges, or culverts when in the opinion of the county engineer, they
constitute obstructions or interfere with the construction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of such highways, bridges, or culverts, or the use
thereof by the traveling public.
If, in the opinion of the engineer, such persons, partnerships, or companies have obstructed any such highway, bridges, or culverts, or if any of
their properties are, in his opinion, so located that they do or may interfere with the proposed improvement, maintenance, or repair the board
shall notify such person, partnership, or corporation directing the removal or relocation of the obstruction or property, and, if they do not within
five days proceed to so remove or relocate and complete the removal or relocation within a reasonable time, the board may do so by employing
the necessary labor. The expense incurred shall be paid in the first instance out of any moneys available for highway purposes, and not
encumbered for any other purpose, and the amount shall be certified to the proper officials to be placed on the tax duplicate against the property
of such person, partnership, or corporation, to be collected as other taxes and in one payment, and the proper fund shall be reimbursed out of
the money so collected, or the account thereof may be collected from such person, partnership, or corporation by civil action by the state on the
relation of the board.

Section 5547.04
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

The owner or occupant of lands situated along the highways shall remove all obstructions within the bounds of the highways, which have been
placed there by them or their agents, or with their consent.
By first obtaining the consent and approval of the board of county commissioners, obstructions erected prior to July 16, 1925 in highways other
than roads and highways on the state highway system or bridges or culverts thereon, may be permitted to remain, upon such conditions as the
officials may impose, provided such obstructions do not interfere with traffic or with the construction or repair of such highways.
No person, partnership, or corporation shall erect, within the bounds of any highway or on the bridges or culverts thereon, any obstruction
without first obtaining the approval of the board in case of highways other than roads and highways on the state highway system and the
bridges and culverts thereon.
All advertising or other signs and posters erected, displayed, or maintained on, along, or near any public highway, and in such a location as to
obstruct, at curves or intersecting roads, the view of drivers using such highway, are obstructions, but this section has no application to crossing
signs erected in compliance with section 4955.33 of the Revised Code, at the crossings of highways and railroads.
The board shall enforce this section and, in so doing, may avail itself of section 5547.03 of the Revised Code.



Section 5547.05
General Assembly: 106.

Bill Number: S.B. 287

Effective Date: 11/09/65

The board of county commissioners of any county may convey the fee simple estate or any lesser estate or interest in, or permit the use of, for
such period as it shall determine, any lands owned by such county and acquired or used for highways, bridges, or culverts, or owned by such
county in connection with highways or as incidental to the acquisition of land for highways, provided that said board shall determine and enter
its determination on its journal, that the property or interest so to be conveyed or made subject to a permit to use, is not needed by the county
for highway purposes. Such conveyance or permit to use may be to the grantee or permittee and his or its successors and assigns and shall be of
such portion of such lands as said board shall determine, which shall be described in the deed or other instrument of conveyance and in any
permit to use, and may include or be limited to, areas or space on, above, or below the surface, and may include the grant of easements or other
interests in any such lands not so conveyed or made subject to a permit to use, for use by the grantee for buildings or structures or other uses
and purposes, and for the support of buildings or structures constructed or to be constructed in or on the lands, areas, or space conveyed or
made subject to a permit to use.
Whenever pursuant to this section separate units of property are created in any lands, each unit shall for all purposes constitute real property
and shall be deemed real estate within the meaning of all provisions of the Revised Code and shall be deemed to be a separate parcel for all
purposes of taxation and assessment of real property and no other unit or other part of such lands shall be charged with the payment of such
taxes and assessments.
With respect to any portion of any highway in any county, or bridges or culverts thereon, which is not owned in fee simple by the county, the
board of county commissioners of such county may grant the right to use any portion thereof in perpetuity or for such period of time as it shall
specify, including areas or space on, above, or beneath the surface, together with rights for the support of buildings or structures constructed or
to be constructed thereon or therein, provided that it shall determine and enter its determination on its journal, that the property made subject to
a permit to use is not needed by the county for highway purposes.
The board of county commissioners shall require as either a condition precedent or a condition subsequent to any conveyance, grant, or permit
to use, that the plans and specifications for all such buildings or structures and the contemplated use thereof, be approved by it as not interfering
with the county's use for its purposes of any such property, and not unduly endangering the public, and may require such indemnity agreements
in favor of the board of county commissioners and the public as shall be lawful and as shall be deemed necessary by it. Such board shall not
unreasonably withhold approval of such plans, specifications, and contemplated use.
All such conveyances or grants or permits to use shall be made with competitive bidding as required by section 307.10 of the Revised Code,
except that competitive bidding shall not be required if such conveyance, grant, or permit to use is to be made to the United States of America
or this state, or any political subdivision, taxing district, department, commission, board, institution, authority, or other agency of either.
In any case where any county has acquired or acquires easements or permits to use areas or space on, above, or below the surface for any
purpose, the board of county commissioners of such county may extinguish them in whole or in part or subordinate them to uses by others,
provided that it shall determine and enter its determination on its journal, that the easements so extinguished or subordinated are not needed for
county purposes.
No conveyance, easement, lease, permit, or other instrument executed pursuant to the authorization given by this section shall prejudice any
right, title, or interest in any lands affected thereby which at the date thereof existed in any person, firm, or corporation, other than the county
and other than members of the general public having no specific rights in said lands, unless such right, title, or interest was expressly subject to
the right of the county to make such conveyance, grant such right, or execute such instrument and unless the county by such instrument
expressly exercises such right, nor shall any public utility be required to move or relocate any of its facilities that may be located in or on the
areas described in any such conveyance, easement, lease, permit, or other instrument.



Title 55 - Chapter 89

Section 5589.01
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person shall obstruct or encumber by fences, buildings, structures, or otherwise, a public ground, highway, street, or alley of a municipal
corporation.

Section 5589.02
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person shall alter, deface, injure, or destroy any marker or monument placed along, upon, or near a public highway, by the proper
authorities, to mark the boundaries thereof, or for any other purpose.

Section 5589.03
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

No county engineer, township trustee, or township highway superintendent shall willfully neglect, fail, or refuse to perform the duties of his
office. Conviction for such neglect, failure, or refusal shall operate as a removal from office.

Section 5589.05
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person, except a commissioner, engineer, superintendent, lock tender, bridge tender, or collector and without express direction or
permission from one of them, shall open or interfere with a drawbridge on the Muskingum improvement.



Section 5589.06
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

No person shall wrongfully obstruct any ditch, drain, or watercourse along, upon, or across a public highway, or divert any water from adjacent
lands to or upon a public highway. Whenever the township highway superintendent learns of any obstruction of any ditch, drain, or watercourse
along, upon, or across a public highway, or diversion of any water from adjacent lands to or upon a public highway, he shall notify the board of
township trustees, which shall cause written notice thereof to be personally served upon the person, firm, or corporation, or upon any agent in
charge of the property of the person, firm, or corporation causing such obstruction or diversion. Notice may be served by a constable of the
proper township or any person authorized and deputed therefor by the board of township trustees, and shall describe and locate said obstruction
or diversion and direct its immediate removal. If the person, company, or corporation does not within five days from the receipt of written
notice proceed to remove such obstruction and complete the removal within a reasonable time, the township highway superintendent, upon the
order of the board of township trustees, shall remove the obstruction. The expense incurred shall be paid in the first instance out of any money
levied, collected, and available for highway purposes and shall then be collected from the person, company, or corporation by civil action by
the board of township trustees, and paid into the highway fund of the township.

Section 5589.07
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person charged with the duty of making any levy or furnishing any estimates or budgets requesting any levy or allowance for the
construction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of any public highway, bridge, or culvert shall fail to make such levy or allowance, or
furnish such estimate, budget, or request.

Section 5589.08
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 538

Effective Date: 10-16-53

No person shall drive over the improved highways of the state, or any political subdivision thereof, a traction engine or tractor with tires or
wheels equipped with ice picks, spuds, spikes, chains, or other projections of any kind extending beyond the cleats, or no person shall tow or in
any way pull another vehicle over the improved highways of the state, or any political subdivision thereof, which towed or pulled vehicle has
tires or wheels equipped with ice picks, spuds, spikes, chains or other projections of any kind. "Traction engine" or "tractor," as used in this
section, applies to all self-propelling engines equipped with metal-tired wheels operated or propelled by any form of engine, motor, or
mechanical power.
No municipal corporation, county, or township shall adopt, enforce, or maintain any ordinance, rule, or regulation contrary to or inconsistent
with this section, or require of any person any license tax upon or registration fee for any traction engine, tractor, or trailer, or any permit or
license to operate. Operators of traction engines or tractors shall have the same rights upon the public streets and highways as the drivers of any
other vehicles, unless some other safe and convenient way is provided, and no public road open to traffic shall be closed to traction engines or
tractors.



Section 5589.081
General Assembly: 111.

Bill Number: Amended S.B. 40

Effective Date: 3-12-75

(A) For purposes of this section, "studded tire" means any tire designed for use on a vehicle and equipped with metal studs or studs of wear-
resisting material that project beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire; and "motor vehicle," "street or highway," "public safety
vehicle," and "school bus" have the same meaning as given those terms in section 4511.01 of the Revised Code.
(B) No person shall operate any motor vehicle, other than a public safety vehicle or school bus, that is equipped with studded tires on any street
or highway in this state, except during the period extending from the first day of November of each year through the fifteenth day of April of
the succeeding year.
(C) This section does not apply to the use of tire chains when there is snow or ice on the streets or highways where such chains are being used,
or the immediate vicinity thereof.

Section 5589.09
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person, charged with the duty of causing any unimproved or gravel road or part thereof to be dragged, shall willfully fail, neglect, or refuse
to cause the same to be done, in such manner and within the time fixed by the sections of the Revised Code applicable thereto, or by the proper
authority.

Section 5589.10
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person shall dig up, remove, excavate, or place any earth or mud upon any portion of any public highway or build a fence upon the same
without authority to do so. Each day that such person continues to dig up, remove, or excavate any portion of the public highway constitutes a
separate offense.

Section 5589.11
General Assembly: 115.

Bill Number: Amended Sub. S.B. 108

Effective Date: 7-4-84

No person, charged with the duty of cutting, destroying, or removing any weeds, briers, or bushes upon or along a public highway shall
willfully fail, neglect, or refuse to cut, destroy, or remove such weeds, briers, or bushes as required in sections 5579.04 and 5579.08 of the
Revised Code or on the order of the proper officials.



Section 5589.12
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

No person shall, without being authorized, have in his control or possession any equipment, tools, implements, or other property belonging to
the state, county, or township.

Section 5589.13
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

All fines collected for violations of sections 5589.02 to 5589.14, inclusive, of the Revised Code, shall be paid into the county treasury and
placed to the credit of the fund for the maintenance and repair of the highways within such county.

Section 5589.14
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10/01/53

The prosecuting attorney shall prosecute all offenders under sections 5589.02 to 5589.13, inclusive, of the Revised Code, upon application of
any official or individual filing any affidavit before any magistrate of the county charging an offense under such sections. This section shall not
prevent the prosecuting attorney or any other official from prosecuting offenders under such sections upon his own initiative.

Section 5589.21
General Assembly: 108.

Bill Number: S.B. 5

Effective Date: 9-4-69

No railroad company shall obstruct, or permit or cause to be obstructed a public street, road, or highway, by permitting a railroad car,
locomotive, or other obstruction to remain upon or across it for longer than five minutes, to the hindrance or inconvenience of travelers or a
person passing along or upon such street, road, or highway. No railroad company shall fail, at the end of each five minute period of obstruction
of a public street, road, or highway, to cause such railroad car, locomotive, or other obstruction to be removed for sufficient time, not less than
three minutes, to allow the passage of persons and vehicles waiting to cross.
This section does not apply to obstruction of a public street, road, or highway by a continuously moving through train or caused by
circumstances wholly beyond the control of the railroad company, but does apply to other obstructions, including without limitation those
caused by stopped trains and trains engaged in switching, loading, or unloading operations.
Upon the filing of an affidavit or complaint for violation of this section, summons shall be issued to the railroad company pursuant to division
(B) of section 2935.10 of the Revised Code, which summons shall be served on the regular ticket or freight agent of the company in the county
where the offense occurred.



Section 5589.22
General Assembly: 104.

Bill Number: Amended House Bill 1

Effective Date: 1-9-61

A corporation or person shall be liable for all damages arising to a person from an obstruction or injury to a road or highway as provided by
section 5589.21 of the Revised Code, which damage shall be recovered by an action at the suit of the board of township trustees of the
township in which the offense is committed, or of any person suing therefor before a judge of a county court or judge of a municipal court
having jurisdiction where the offense is committed, or by indictment in the court of common pleas in the proper county. Each twenty-four
hours the person or corporation, after being notified, permits such obstruction to remain, shall be an additional offense against such section.

Section 5589.23
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

A railroad company or other corporation, the servant, agent, or employee of which, in any manner, obstructs a public road or highway, shall
pay all penalties which may be assessed against such servant, agent, or employee for obstructing it. The penalties may be enforced by execution
issued against such corporation on the judgment rendered against the servant, agent, or employee.

Section 5589.24
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

All penalties collected under section 5589.21 of the Revised Code shall be paid to the township clerk of the township in which the offense was
committed, and be applied by the board of township trustees to the improvement of roads and highways in such township.

Section 5589.31
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 9-28-73

No person, firm, or corporation shall construct a walk or dig a ditch across a public highway outside any municipal corporation without the
consent of the director of transportation in the case of an intercounty or a state highway, county engineer in the case of a county road, or board
of township trustees in the case of a township road.



Section 5589.32
General Assembly: 100.

Bill Number: House Bill 1

Effective Date: 10-1-53

No person, firm, or corporation shall erect, display, or maintain an advertising or other sign on, along, or near any public highway, in any
county of this state, which resembles the highway crossing signs which steam and interurban railroads have erected, in compliance with section
4955.33 of the Revised Code, at the crossings of public roads and railroads.
The public utilities commission shall enforce this section, prosecute any violations thereof, and order the removal of any such prohibited sign.
The attorney general and the prosecuting attorney of any county shall carry into effect the orders of the commission made under this section
and shall prosecute any violations of such orders.
Each day that any violation of this section continues constitutes a separate offense. The erection, display, or maintenance of each advertising or
other sign referred to in this section, except as provided in section 4955.33 of the Revised Code, constitutes a separate offense.

Section 5589.33
General Assembly: 110.

Bill Number: House Bill 200

Effective Date: 9-28-73

Except as provided in this section and in section 5515.04 of the Revised Code, no person shall place within the limits of the right-of-way or
affix any sign, poster, or advertisement to any tree or utility pole within the right-of-way of any public highway outside of municipal
corporations. No person, organization, corporation, or group shall place within the limits of the right-of-way any object as determined by the
department of transportation to obscure sight distance.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the erection and maintaining of notices of the existence and location of public utility
facilities under or upon the highway and warnings against disturbing such facilities, or of notices that emergency or other public telephones are
available for users of the highway at specified locations upon or near the highway.

Section 5589.99
General Assembly: 121.

Bill Number: Amended Sub. S.B. 2

Effective Date: 07/01/96

(A) Whoever violates section 5589.01 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(B) Whoever violates section 5589.02, 5589.03, 5589.05, 5589.06, 5589.08, 5589.081, 5589.09, 5589.11, 5589.12, 5589.21, 5589.32, or
5589.33 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(C) Whoever violates section 5589.07 or 5589.10 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
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