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SUMMARY:

Because the charge given by the trial court to the deadlocked jury was not coercive and encouraged the jurors to reach a verdict if they could conscientiously do so, the charge substantially complied with that approved by the Ohio Supreme Court in State v. Howard, 42 Ohio St.3d 18, 537 N.E.2d 188 (1989).
The trial court did not err in instructing the jurors to deliberate for an additional 30-minute period where the court did not pressure the jury to reach a verdict within that time frame and did not indicate that it would declare a mistrial if a verdict was not reached.  
Where the record contains no evidence that any juror engaged in misconduct or formed an opinion on the case prior to it being submitted to the jury, no plain error resulted from the trial court’s failure to properly admonish the jury pursuant to R.C. 2945.34.
Where, when the trial court announced that it was going to release the jury for lunch, a juror left the courtroom to feed a parking meter, and the trial court, along with counsel, entered the jury room to deliver off-the-record admonitions in the juror’s absence and then, when the juror returned, the trial court admonished the entire jury on the record, no plain error occurred in the trial court’s failure to comply with R.C. 2945.33, because the record does not demonstrate that the jury engaged in deliberations without all members present.
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED 
JUDGES:
OPINION by HENDON, J.; FISCHER, P.J., and CUNNINGHAM, J., CONCUR.  
