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SUMMARY:

R.C. 2903.11(B)(1), which prohibits an HIV-positive person from knowingly engaging in sexual conduct without informing the other person of his or her HIV-positive status, does not violate the Equal Protection Clauses of the Ohio and United States Constitutions:  requiring an HIV-positive individual to disclose his or her HIV status to a potential sexual partner before engaging in sexual conduct is rationally related to the legitimate governmental interest of stopping the spread of HIV.
R.C. 2903.11(B)(1) is a content-based law because it regulates speech based upon its communicative content, and therefore, it is subject to strict scrutiny.

R.C. 2903.11(B)(1) does not violate the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, because it is narrowly tailored in that disclosure of a person’s HIV-positive status is limited to potential sexual partners, and this serves the compelling governmental interest in stopping the spread of a deadly disease.

The maximum sentence imposed by the trial court is not clearly and convincingly contrary to law.
JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED 
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OPINION by STAUTBERG, J.; FISCHER, P.J., and MOCK, J., CONCUR.
