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SUMMARY:






Service of process was not effective under Civ.R. 4.1(A)(1)(a) where the mail carrier signed the certified mail receipt on behalf of the recipient due to the Covid-19 pandemic, in contravention of United States Postal Service guidelines, and there was no order permitting the postal employee’s signature to constitute proper service on the defendant in light of the pandemic.  Therefore, the trial court never acquired personal jurisdiction over the defendant and lacked jurisdiction to enter a default judgment against it.
JUDGMENT:
reversed in part, vacated in part, and cause remanded
JUDGES:
OPINION by BERGERON, J.; ZAYAS, P.J., and WINKLER, CONCUR.

