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SUMMARY:


Defendant’s conviction for domestic violence was based on sufficient evidence, despite the victim, his son, not suffering physical injuries, because the trier of fact was free to accept the testimony of the police officer who witnessed the encounter.
Defendant’s conviction for child endangerment was based on sufficient evidence because it is within common knowledge that lifting a small child by his neck to slam him face-first on the trunk of a car creates a substantial risk to the child’s health and safety. 



Defendant’s convictions for child endangerment and domestic violence were not against the manifest weight of the evidence because defendant’s behavior was not protected by the affirmative defense of reasonable parental discipline considering the totality of the circumstances. 




The trial court erred when it failed to merge defendant’s convictions for domestic violence and child endangerment because the offenses were of similar import and significance, and were not committed separately or with separate animus or motivation.

JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED IN PART, SENTENCES VACATED, AND CAUSE REMANDED 

JUDGES:
OPINION by CROUSE, J.; BERGERON, P.J., and WINKLER J., CONCUR. 

