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SUMMARY:

Relators members of the media were entitled to a writ of mandamus compelling respondent common pleas court judge, who was presiding over a high-profile murder trial, to release jury questionnaires with personal identifying information redacted where respondent made insufficient findings to overcome the presumption of openness afforded court proceedings.
Relators’ request for a writ of prohibition preventing the trial judge from limiting the courtroom access of the media was dismissed as moot where the trial court proceedings had concluded.  [But see DISSENT:  The appellate court should address the merits of the petition for a writ of prohibition because the issues involved are capable of repetition yet evading review.]
JUDGMENT:
WRIT OF MANDAMUS GRANTED IN PART AND DENIED IN PART; WRIT OF PROHIBITION DISMISSED
JUDGES:
OPINION by MOCK, P.J.; DETERS, J., CONCURS and ZAYAS, J., CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN PART.
